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Bombs kin 2 Israelis, injure 7 

TEL AVIV (R) — Roadside bombs killed two Israeli soldiers 
Monday and wounded another seven as well as four Lebanese 
villagers northeast of the South Lebanon coastal town of Tyre, the 
Israeli army said. The first bomb killed two soldiers and wounded 
two, one seriously. A second bomb two hours later 1 0 metres 
away, wounded five soldiers and four Lebanese, an army spo- 
kesman said. The explosions, near the village of Arzay where 
Israeli soldiers have often come under attack, brought the off- 
icially announced number of Israeli troops killed in South Leb- 
anon to 607 since Israel invaded Lebanon in June 1982. 
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A SPECIAL INVITATION 




8 


If you know about good food then L’OLIVIER 
RESTAURANT has a special invitation for you. 
Come and enjoy the best food in town, served 
in a relaxing atmosphere of live piano and 
violin music. Delectable fresh sea food is ser- 
ved every day. 

WE WILL BE GLAD TO HAVE YOU 
Open Saturday to Thursday, lunch 
and dinner 

For reservations please call 819564 
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Anani, Swedish 
minister hold talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
industry and Trade Jawad AJ 
Anani held a meeting Monday 
with Swedish Minister of Foreign 
trade Mats Hellbtorm, who is cur- 
rently on. an official visit to Jordan. 
Dr. Anani and Mr. Hellbtorm rev- 
iewed cooperation between the 
two countries and Jordan's int- 
erest in establishing joint projects 
in the field of therapeutic tourism 
in Amma n. At the meeting Dr. 
Anani briefed the Swedish min- 
ister on development projects in 
Jordan in the coming five-year 
development plan, and means of 
marketing Jordanian products in 
Sweden. 

Islamic delegation 
arrives in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A three- 
member delegation led by Dr. 
M.A. Kazi. adviser to Pakistan 
President Zia UI Haq on science 
and technology, and including Dr. 
AJi Kettani, director general, Zsl-. 
araic Foundation for Science. 
Technology and Development 
and Dr. Sadiq Tbn Juma, former 
minister for transport in the gov- 
ernment of Tunisia arrived in 
Amman Monday. The visit is pan 
of the delegation's current tour of 
various countries including Egypt, 
Tunisia. Algeria and Libya and is 
in pursuance of the action plan of 
the OIC ministerial standing 
committee on science and tec- 
hnology approved by the founh 
Islamic summit meeting held at 
Casablanca in January 1984. Dur- 
ing its stay in Amman, the del- 
egation is expected to call on His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an, the Regent -The del- 
egation would also hold talks with 
se nior. Jordan i an nffirin i& . _ , 


Settlers open fire 
on Jenin villagers 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jewish set- 
tlers near Jenin in the occupied 
West Bank opened fire on vil- 
lagers in Irqa village near Jenin, 
injuring one. Israel Radio said 
Monday. The villagers apparently 
clashed with Jewish settlers who 
attempted to confiscate livestock 
>bt belonging to Arab citizens, the 
radio said. 

Urquhart arrives 
in Israel . . 

TEL AVJ V ( R) — United Nations 
Under-Secretary Brian Urquhart 
arrived in Israel Monday as the 
Israeli cabinet met to vote on a 
plan for troop withdrawal from 
Lebanon. Mr. Urqnhan, who was 
met by Israeli Foreign Ministry 
and U.N. officials, told reporters 
he had“come to see what the U.N. 
could do about Lebanon." 

Warsaw Pact 
summit postponed 

MOSCOW (R) — A Warsaw Pad 
f summit meeting scheduled for this 
week has been postponed ind- 
efinitely. according to an official 
announcement publi shed in a Sov- 
iet newspaper. An editorial spo- 
kesman for the daily Sovietskaya 
Rossiya read the text of the brief 
announcement, which said the 
decision was taken by mutual agr- 
eement of the pact members. 
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Hussein seeks joint Arab stand on Mideast 

King arrives in Oman 
after talks in Qatar 


MUSCAT (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein arrived in Oman Monday on the last 
stage of a Gulf tour apparently to seek sup- 
port for an urgent meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers to pave the way for a long- 
postponed Arab summit. 


King Hussein was met at Mus- 
cat airport by Sultan Qaboos Ibn 
Sa’id of Oman and senior cabinet 
ministers. Officials said official 
talks would start Tuesday. 

The King, who held talks in 
Kuwait and Bahrain Sunday, flew 
in from Doha where he said his 
current talks were aimed at rea- 
ching a joint approach to pro-, 
bleras in the Middle East. 

Qatari officials said the King’s 
talks with the emir of Oatar. She- 
ikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad A1 Thani, 
covered the situation in the Gulf 
and the Arab World in general. 

Speaking on arrival in Doha 
from Bahrain, the King told Oatar 
radio he hoped Arab leaders 
would meet to tackle “all the dif- 
ficult problems before them." 

The King told reporters at Doha 
airport that his current Gulf tour 
was part of inte- \rab con- 
sultations aimed “ i . _,iing a joint 
■approach to face dangers and cha- 


llenges’* facing the Arab World. . 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, said the King held three 
hours of talks with Sheikh Khalifa. 

The emir of Qatar affirmed his 
country's aliout support for any 
effort aimed at realigning the 
Arab ranks in the service of the 
Arab causes, and both sides aff- 
irmed keenness for collective 
Arab action, the Qatari News 
Agency said. 

The King, who was acc- 
ompanied by Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief General 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Zaid. was acc- 
orded state welcome and farewell 
ceremonies attended by Sheikh 
Khalifa and senior Qatari leaders. 
Petra said. 

In Muscat. Sultan Qaboos and 
senior Omani officials received 
the King, who was accorded a 
grand welcome ceremony and 
21 -gun salute. 

ITie King's current tour follows 


a visit he made to Saudi Arabia, 
which was ro host the much- 
delayed Arab summit. 

The summit was originally sch- 
eduled to be held in Riyadh in 
November 1983. 

Various Arab differences, par- 
ticularly those between Syria and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation fPLO). have impeded 
the summit. 

Jordan is also pressing for the 
return of Egypt to the Arab ranks. 
Egypt was expelled from the Arab 
League after its 1 979 treaty with 
Israel, and only Jordan restored 
the ties with Cairo last September. 

Oman, along with Sudan and 
Somalia, did not break ties with 
Egypt. The Arab Gulf states have 
said they will restore the ties only 
after a decision at a pan-Arab 
summit. 

Syria, 'backed by Libya, has 
meanwhile affirmed its objection 
to the convening of the long- 
delayed summit at this stage. 

King Hussein's drive for a 
pan- Arab collective action started 
Jan. ] with his visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia. He returned to Amman for 
more talks with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and other int- 
ernational contacts on the Pal- 
estinian problem, before resuming 
his Gulf tour. 


2 French 
observers 
shot dead 


in Beirut 

BEIRUT- (Agencies) — Gunmen 
shot dead two French ceasefire 
observers Monday in Beirut’s sou- 
thern suburbs, security sources 
Said. 

The two observers were on pat- 
rol in the mainly ShPite Muslim 
suburb of Burj Ai Barajneh, close 
to the western side of Beirut's 
"green line.’* when they came 
under fire, the sources, quoted by 
Reuters, said. 

The broadcasts of the 44 Voice of 
Lebanon” and "Voice of Free 
Lebanon" radio stations said the 
victims of the 10:45 a.m. (0845 
GMT) ambush were a captain and 
a corporal whose bodies were 
taken to the American University 
of Beirut (AUB) hospital in west 
Beirut. ^ 

A spokesman at the hea- 
dquarters of the 168-man obs- 
erver force, known as." Casques 
Blancs" for their white helmets, 
confirmed the deaths. But he ref- 
used to give any details. 

A Lebanese army source, who 
spoke to the Associated Press on 
condition he would not be named, 
said at least two assailants raked 
the French jeep with AK-47 ass- 
ault rifles from the windows of a 
white Peugeot and sped away. 

The source as well as state and 
privately owned Beirut radio sta- 
tions said the attack occurred at a 
road intersection linking three res- 
idential neighbourhoods in Bourj 
AI - Barajneh - 

In Paris, the French External 
Relations Ministry said it was 
"deeply shocked” by the killing of 
the two French ceasefire obs- 
ervers in Beirut. 

The deaths brought to four the 
number of French observers killed 
since the 68-man force was sta- 
tioned in Beirut last April to mon- 
itor a truce between Lebanon's 
■feuding militias and around Bei- 
rut. 

The observer force moved in 
when the French contingent of a 
now-defunct multinational force 
left the city last March. 

An anonymous phone caller to 
news agencies claimed res- 
ponsibility for the killing of the 
two French officers on behalf of 
the shadowy "Islamic Jihad" 
group, which has said h was beh- 
ind numerous attacks on U.S.,‘ 
French and other soldiers and ins- 
titutions in Lebanon and els- 
ewhere m the Middle East. 

The anohymous caller said: 
"The two French spies were liq- 
uidated this morning after they 
were caught red-handed spying on 
our youths and positions in the Isl- 
amic suburb as part of their mis- 
sion to monitor the movements of 
our youths and report to Atlantic, 
Israeli and Falangist intelligence." 


Israeli cabinet okays 
3-stage pullout plan 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israef s_, 
cabinet approved' a plan for r a 
three-stage withdrawal from Leb- 
anon on Monday and decided the 
pullback would begin “in a short 
rime," said a cabinet minister 
emerging from the meeting. 

Amnon Rubinstein, the com- 
munications minister, said the 
vote was 1 6-6 in favour of the plan 
presented by Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and top army off- 
icers. 

The plan was supported by 
Prune Minister Shimon Peres of 
the Labour coalition. 

Eight of the 10 Likud ministers 
voted in favour of the withdrawal 
plan. The June 6, 1982 invasion 
into Lebanon was launched while 
the right-wing Likud bloc led the 
government. 

A few "stylistic changes" were 
made in the wording of the cabinet 
resolution, said Mr. Rubinstein, 
who declined to elaborate. 

.Approval came after an 11- 
hour debate stretched over two 


days. The plan would jec Israeli 
troops retreat 20 Vo 30 kilometres; 
according to Israeli military cor- 
respondents. 

Mr. Rabin said the first stage of 
the withdrawal would be com- 
pleted m five weeks. 

He said the United Nations and 
Lebanon would be supplied with 
full details of Israeli army mov- 
ements to assure an "orderly eva- 
cuation" and avoid any “hostile 
action." 

The government would have to 
approve each of the next two pul- 
lbacks although the final objective 
was to leave Lebanon completely, 
Mr. Rabin declared. 

Those ministers who voted aga- 
inst the move included Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and min- 
ister without portfolio Mosbe 
Arens, a former defence minister. 
All six* no' votes came from mem- 
bers of the right-wing Likud party, 
which led the government when 
the invasion of Lebanon was ord- 
ered in 1982. 


Egypt, Israel put off 
Taba talks for 2 weeks 

TEL AVIV (R) — Planned talks 
between Israel and Egypt on the 
disputed border strip of Taba, 
which Israel wanted to hold this 
week, are now expected to take 
place at the end of the month, an 
Israeli foreign ministry spo- 
kesman said Monday. 

He said Cairo bad not officially 
accepted this week as the time for 
the talks and had now suggested 
the last week of January. Israel 
was expected to accept the date, 
he added. 

The two sides have agreed that 
the talks will be held first in the 
Israeli desert town of Beersheba 
and then in the Suez Canal city of 
Ismafiia, in rotation. 

The subject of the negotiations 
will be limited to the deployment 
of an international peacekeeping 
force in the disputed Red Sea coa- 
stal strip currently occupied by 
Israel. 

The force will be taken from the. 

10-nation Multi-national Force of 
Observers (MFO), which is- sta- 
tioned in the Sinai desen to mon- 
itor Egyptian and Israeli com- 
pliance with their 1979 treaty 
under which the desert was ret- 
urned to Egypt. 

The spokesman said the del- 
egations at the talks would be 
headed by Foreign Ministry off- 
icials from both countries. Zvi 
Kedar, assistant director-general 
for Middle Eastern affairs wifi 
represent Israel and Assistant 
Foreign Minister Abdul Halim 
Badawi will head the Egyptian 
side. 

American observers will also 


take part in the meeting due to an 
Egyptian request, the spokesman 
said. 

Taba, a 700-raetre strip with a 
five-star hotel and a beach club, is 
currently in Israeli hands but 
Egypt considers it part of the Egy- 
ptian Sinai desert. 

Sovereignty over Taba, along 
with a number of other border 
points, was left open by the 1979 
treaty. 

The Egyptian newspaper 
Mayo quoted Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid as saying 
Monday the Taba issue was an 
"essential part of the Egyptian 
national conscience and Egypt wifi 
not sell it out." 

Mr. Abdul Meguid was also 
quoted as saying that Egypt, tho- 
ugh it signed the 1979 U.S.- 
sponsored Camp David treaty 
with Israel, remains to be an Arab 
state with natural relations with 
the Arab World. 

The foreign minister also wel- 
comed moves by any Arab state to 
resume diplomatic relations wiih 
Cairo. Most Arab countries sev- 
ered diplomatic relations with 
Egypt following the 1979 Camp 
David separate peace treaty with 
Israel. Jordan resumed the rel- 
ations last September. 

In his statement to Mayo. Mr. 
Abdul Meguid also emphasised 
his country's full support for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and its role in any effort to find 
a settlement to the Middle East 
conflict. 



TALKS IN BAHRAIN; his 

King Hussein, who paid a one-day visit to Bahrain 
Sunday accompanied by Armed Forces 


Commander-in-Ctuef General Sharif Zaid Ibn Sha- 
ker (left), bolds talks with the emir of Bahrain, 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman AI Khalifa (Petra photo) 


Iraq reports 
1 1 th ‘ target’ 
hit in Gulf 
this year 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Monday its jet fighters raided 
an unidentified ship near Iran's 
Kharg Island oil terminal in the 
Gulf waters. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said the raid look place at 1 705 
hours (t'405 GMT) near Kharg. 
which is 230 kilometres south of 
the Iraqi coast. 

The Iraqis have been stepping 
up their air attacks on commercial 
shipping in and near the military 
exclusion zone in the Gulf. 

The attacks have been reported 
on an almost daily basis, but most 
of the raids were not confirmed by 
maritime salvage offices in Bah- 
rain and Dubai. 

These salvage companies mon-, 
itor every ripple in the Gulf wat- 
ers, but rheir radio operators often 
miss distress signals from stricken 
vessels in the nonhem most sector 
of the Gulf. 

The Iraqi spokesman said that 
“our eagles (arr force pilots) sco- 
red direct and effective hits on a 
large naval target and returned 
safely to base.” 

The Baghdad radio brought to 
1 1 the total number of ships rep- 
ortedly raided by the Iraqis in the 
Gulf since Jan. 1. 

According to records kept by 
the London-based Lloyds shi- 
pping intelligence unit, more than 
65 commercial vessels have been 
crippled by both Iraq and Iran in 
the Gulf waters since January last 
year. 

In a day of increased air activity 
in the 5 1 -month-old war. the nat- 
ional Iranian news agency IRNA 
said an Iraqi plane was shot down 
in a dogfight over the Gulf. 

IRNA was quoting a military 
statement, issued in Tehran, min- 
utes after the military spokesman 
in Baghdad reported the attack on 
ship near Kharg. 

The Iraqi spokesman, reading 
the communique over the state 
radio, said the "eagles are always 
wairing to hunt any naval target 
that tries to sail across the military 
operations zone to Iranian ports.” 

Iraq in the course of the 51- 
month-o/d war with Iran has rep- 
eatedly warned international shi- 
pping companies to cease sending 
their vessels to Iran or risk air and 
sea attacks by Iraqi warplanes and 
navy units. 

The latest attack comes amid 
reports from Baghdad and. Teh- 
ran that Iranian troops may be- 
preparing to launch a major gro- 
und offensive, possibly across the 
southern-central sector. 

Iraq said recently its jets had 
flown hundreds of sorties against 
Iranian troop concentrations in 
the area. 

Last Friday, the spokesman for 
Iran’s inner war cabinet. Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. said 
his country had plans to attack 
Iraq, but it was waiting for the best 
moment. 

Diplomats in Tehran believe up 
to 500,000 Iranian troops may 
have been massed for a fresh off- 
ensive. though an attack was unl- 
ikely during the current winter. 


Abu Qoura calls for action 
against chemical arms 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Dr. Ah mad Abu 
Qoura. president of the Jordanian 
National Red Crescent Society 
tJNRCS), Monday urged the int- 
ernational community to abide by 
the Geneva Conventions on the 
non-usage of chemical weapons 
during armed conflicts and called 
for an international ban on such 
weapons. 

In a press conference he held 
after chairing a closed urgent mee- 
ting of the standing commission of 
the International Committee of 
Red Cross (ICRC) and Red Cre- 
scent, Dr. Abu Qoura called for 
measures to ban the testing and 
storing of chemical weapons in 
any pan of the world, “because 
such weapons violate the basic 
regulations laid down by the Gen- 
eva Conventions and hum- 
anitarian organisations." 

Dr. Abu Qoura said he will send 
urgent messages to various int- 
ernational organisations dealing 
with humanitarian issues to launch 
effons to totally ban chemical 
weapons. 

The messages will be signed by 
ICRC President Alexander Hay,. 
Hendrik Dolmata. president of 
the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, and himself. 
Dr. Abu Ooura said. 

Dr. Abu Qoura recalled that the 
Geneva Conventions which drew 
up the international humanitarian 
law provide for the protection of 
war invalids and injured, tre- 


atment of prisoners of war and 
safety of civilians during armed 
conflicts. 

Despite agreement to the Gen- 
eva Conventions, many w orld nat- 
ions are violating the regulations, 
the JNRCS president said. He cal- 
led for stringent monitoring of 
these regulations by the int- 
ernational communitv. 

During Monday’s urgent mee- 
ting “we have tried to analyse the 
reasons behind violations of the 
Geneva Conventions.” he said. 
“We also reviewed the various 
measures and recommendations 
adopted in earlier conferences and 
decided to send letters to all gov- 
ernments and urge them to adhere 
to the Manila resolutions ol 1981 
which call for respecting human 
laws and principles, and the peace 
conference in Finland last Sep- 
tember." 

Dr. Abu Qoura said that the 
main reason for issuing the letters 
is that armed conflicts arc spr- 
eading in the world. 

He said: “Humanitarian org- 
anisations do not have any rem- 
arkable executive power. Instead, 
they have moral power bv which 
they abide, while a number of 
governments that have signed the 
conventions do not abide by 
them." 

Dr. Abu Qoura urged the inf- 
ormation media to support this 
campaign in order to make “the 
states ready to accept, respect and 
apply the international hum- 
anitarian law.” 


U.S. denies 
agreement 
with Soviets 
for Mideast 
dialogue 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The United States had no plans to 
bring the Soviet Union into the 
Middle East peace process, the 
White House said Monday. 

“There were no discussions in 
Geneva about separate talks bet- 
ween the United States and the 
Soviet Union on the Middle 
East." Spokesman Lam Speakes 
said. 

The New York Times reported 
Monday that the Reagan adm- 
inistration has told Israel and 
Egypt that the LLS. and Soviet 
Union have agreed to hold talks 
on the Middle East. The new- 
spaper quoted unnamed dip- 
lomatic sources assaying ih.n U S. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary ol 
State Mark Palmer delivered the 
message after U.S. Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gro- 
myko reached an agreement dur- 
ing talks last week m Geneva. 

The New York Times report tol- 
lowed another by the Israeli daily 
Haaretz Sunday that the U.S. and 
Soviet Union have reached such 
an agreement and U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard Mur- 
phy teas to represent the U.S. in 
the dialogue, the venue and date 
of which had not been fixed vet. 

Haaretz also said that Israel, 
which, alonguith the l has 
rejected a proposal by the United 
Nations for an international con- 
ference on the Middle East, did 
not raise any objections to the 
U.S.-Soviet agreement. 

The Soviet Union has rep- 
eatedly proposed an international 
conference to settle Middle East 
issues but the United States and 
Israel have said such a session 
would be useless. 

Mr. S peakes said Monday the 
United States regularly addressed 
regional problems with the Soviet 
L'nion through diplomatic and 
other channels. 

Asked if the Reagan adm- 
inistration planned to bring the 
Soviet L’nion into the Middle East 
peace process, he replied: “No.” 

Jordan, the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation and mo>t 
Arab states have welcomed the 
Soviet call lor an international 
conference. King Hussein has also 
said that a rapprochement bet- 
ween Washington and Moscow 
was one of the lew hopes left to 
improve chances for a peace lu I 
settlement to the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 


Kuwait confirms acquiring SAMs 


KUWAIT (AP) — The Kuwaiti 
air force commander disclosed 
Monday that his country has rec- 
eived from the Soviet Union adv- 
anced ground-to-air missiles — 
SAM-7. SAM-8. StreIIa-2 and 
Srrella-3 — instead of the U.S. 
“Stinger” missiles that the adm- 
inistration of President Ronald 
Reagan declined to supply. 

Brigadier Abdul Aziz Ghaacm. 
in an interview with the armed 
forces magazine Humat AI 
Watan, also said that the Kuwaiti 
army sent military personnel to 
the Soviet Union and Egypt to 
train on these anti-aircraft mis- 
siles. 

As a result, a SAM-8 battalion 
was formed by the Kuwaiti air 


force and its cadres sent to the 
Soviet Lfoion for relevant training, 
he said. 

Kuwaiti soldiers were training 
on the SAM-7 and Strclla-2 in 
Egypt, whtle the SireIla-3 cadres 
would be trained in Kuwait, he 
said. 

He did not mention who would 
train the Kuwaitis inside the cou- 
ntry. but Defence Minister Sheikh 
Salem AI Sabah recently said that 
about 10 Soviet military experts 
were in Kuwait to initiate Kuwaiti 
personnel in the use of weapons 
acquired from the Soviet Union. 

Last September Sheikh Salem 
was on a visit to Moscow where he 
reportedly signed a S327-million 
arms deal covering supply of air 


defence equipment, armoured 
vehicles and artillery batterie:. 

Brig. Ghanem’s statement was 
the first official disclosure of 
Kuwaiti military personnel tra- 
ining in the Soviet Llnion. 

Kuwait is the only Arab Gulf 
country to have diplomatic rel- 
ations with Moscow. 

Kuwait sought the Stingers alter 
the Reagan administration had 
rushed 400 ol the shoulder- fired 
missiles to Saudi Arabia to help 
defend its oilfields against spi- 
llovers from the Iran-Iraq war. 

Brig. Ghanem said in the int- 
erview that the SAM- 7s and the 
Strellas were similar to the Sti- 
ncers. 


Gromyko space arms warning 
does not doom talks, Shultz says 


LONDON (Agencies’) — The 
Soviet Union Sunday made dear it 
would not agree to limit nuclear 
arms if the U.S. blocked a ban on 
weapons in space, but Washington 
said this did not doom prospects 
for success in new superpower 
negotiations. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko, speaking on television 
in Moscow, also warned that if 
NATO continued deploying 
medium-range missiles in Europe, 
begun in 1983 to counter Soviet 
rockets, it would jeopardise the 
new talks. 

Mr. Gromyko was giving det- 
ails. in a 110-minule television 
interview, of Moscow’s position 
on arms talks following his two 
days of talks in Geneva last week 


with U.S. Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shull 2 . 

The two sides agreed in Geneva 
to embark on new three-part 
talks, expected to begin in six to 
eight weeks, covering strategic 
and medium-range missiles and 
space weapons. 

“ If no progress is made on que- 
stions of space rt would be sup- 
erfluous to talk about the pos- 
sibility of reducing strategic arm- 
aments.” Mr. Gromyko said. 

Commenting in Washington on 
Mr. Gromyko's remarks. Mr. 
Shultz ruled out any delay in dep- 
loying U.S.-built cruise and 
Pershing-2 missiles In Europe, 
saying that Mr. Gromyko “knows 
we intend to carry out our dec- 
isions on deployment.” 


But Mr. Shultz, speaking on tel- 
evision. said that Mr. Gromyko’s 
commentson space weapons "cer- 
tainly don’t doom any chance (of 
successful talks).” 

Moscow insistsihai Washington 
abandon its controversial research 
programme, known as the str- 
ategic defence initiative or “Star 
Wars", aimed at developing a 
space-based defensive shield aga- 
inst missiles. 

The Soviet Union hjs long str- 
essed the relationship between 
"Star Wars” and limiting nuclear 
weapons. 

“I think the fact that there is a 
relationship is something we bel- 
ieve. and the Soviet Union does 
too” Mr. Shultz said. 
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2 Home-Middle East news 

Polisario guerrillas shoot 
down 2 Moroccan planes 


JORDAN TIMES. TUESDAY JANUARY ffefWj 


PARIS (R) — Guerrillas fighting for the ind- 
ependence of Western Sahara shot down two more 
Moroccan aircraft over the disputed desert territory 
Sunday, killing both pilots, the Algerian News Age- 
ncy APS reported Monday. 


APS quoted a communique iss- 
ued by i he Piili«.ario guerrillas us 
saving their anti-aircraft batteries 
brought down the aircraft near the 
coastal town of D.ikhia. formerly 
Villa Cisnero.v in l he southern 
part of the territory. It did not ide- 
ntify the type of planes involved. 

The communique said the Mor- 
occan Air Force had been carrying 
out" systematic bombing with fra- 
gmentation bombs” in the area. 

On Saturday the Polisario. 
which has been fighting Morocco 
for the independence of the Wes- 
tern Sahara lor more than eight 


years, said it had shot down a 
Moroccan Mirage fighter- bom her 
during violent fighting around 
Malibc* in the north of the ter- 
ritory near the Algerian border. 

The communique said Morocco 
was preparing to use U.S. -built 
F-20 fighters in the conflict. 

En Saturday's communique the 
Algerian- backed Polisario said it 
killed 311 Moroccans and wou- 
nded 230 in the Mahbes clash: 
Destroying 17 Moroccan tanks 
and 14 other vehicles. It did not 
mention guerrilla casulaiics. 

The Moroccan Information 


Ministry confirmed there had 
been fierce fighting in the Western 
Sahara on Saturday when Mor- 
occan troops building a new line of 
defences were attacked by gue- 
rrillas equipped with armour. 

It said in a communique that the 
guerrillas had retreated into Alg- 
erian territory after taking heavy 
losses. It said casualty figures 
would be published later. 

it is the first time for about two 
years that the Polisario has rep- 
orted shooting down Moroccan 
aircraft. 

The Moroccan Air Force has 
French-built Mirage F-l fighter- 
bombers and French helicopters 
and American-built F-5 fighters. 
OV-IO ami-insurgency planes. 
C-130 Hercules troop transports 
and helicopters. 



Ethiopia will send % 
food, live stock .to Egyj 

pn**? ihe 

fo «p”n fc5 .o Egypt- Addis 

Ababa Radio reported. saM3 '. •' >[ 

The broadcast, monitored in The agree mens was EgnaaS^j-,-> 
London, said that under a one- fay by Etlnopta’s Esunuj/J^fev; 
year trade cooperation agr- Minister, Wole ChekuL 
eement. Ethiopia will send to Egyptian Economy and. 

Egypt livestock, meat and farm Minister. Mustala Al Said. • 
products in return for Egyptian - ^ 

metals feniliscrs. medicine and* The Egyptian delegation, te;-. 

materials left for home after a five-day^.^ . 

L Additionally, the two countries king visit, the radio Said- . 

Turkey seizes 34 Kurds 




SALEM’S SINKING Antonius Kal- bers. According to the indictment, they illegally sold 

omtropoulos, first engineer of the tanker ‘Salem’, a cargo of oil to South Africa and then sunk the snip 
standing in dark suit, replies to a question from a to collect insorance ( AP wirephoto) 

Greek judge during a trial of 12 of the crew mem- 


ANKARA (R| — Turkish sec- 
urity forces rounded up 34 mem- 
bers of a Kurdish underground 
group active in and around Ank- 
ara in the last two months, police 
said Monday. Seven Kalashnikov 
rifies. two pistols, an automatic 
rifle and a quantity of ammunition 
were seized in searches of the mil- 


imnt*' hour’s, they said. •• ;^4 ?t 

Those detained arc ch 
with membership of "xhe-'iHtgaL^ 
Kurdistan Pioneers Worker^ 
Party (ROIP) and involvemefai^r : 
armed activities in N ov cm berW^ ~ 
December Iasi year which ant' ' 
directed against the const Uinmtaf 
order It gave no delate.' ‘ 


Police hunt killers of Libyan diplomat 


ROME iRl — Italian police 
Monday sought the killers ul a 
young Libyan diplomat shot dead 
in Rome a year after Libya's amb- 
uv-ador w.is killed in a similar att- 
ack. 

l-;irjg Omar Makhvium. 31. 
a as slu.tt three times Sunday near 
his apart mem while on his way to 
the Libyan People's Bureau, 
where lie had recently been app- 
omiedchieiuMhc information oil- 
ice. 

In London, a Libyan dissiJem 
group calling itself Al Borkan (the 
voleano) claimed responsibility in 
a call |o ,m inicrnationul news 
agency. 

Tlie group claimed last year that 
it killed Libyan Ambassador 
Am mar Al Tagga/y . w ho was shot 
in Rome in Jun. 21 and died in 
hospital three weeks later. 

Libya blamed Makhvoun’s kil- 
ling on groups lojyl to Pale.-iinian 


leader Vasser Arafat and Leb- 
anese Shfiie Muslim leader Nabih 
Bern. 

Police piecing together the det- 
ails ol the killing said that a wit- 
ness reported seeing two men 
running away as Makhyoun sta- 
ggered and id I dead on the icy 
pavement. He had drawn his own 
pistol and fired two shots at his 
assassins. 

Makhvoun's wile told inv- 
estigators her husband carried a 
gun because he had received ano- 
nymous telephoned death threau; 
recently. 

The ha her of three children, he 
assumed his embassy post Several 
months ago and was previously 
cultural attache, an embassy spo- 
kesman said. 

He was shot three limes at close 
range in the neck, thorax and abd- 
omen. 


Foreign Minister Giulio And- 
reotti deplored the attack and said 
Italy would spare no effort to find 
the killer or killers. 

Police said they believed Mak- 
hyoun had wounded one assailant. 
They found an abandoned gun fit- 
ted with a silencer and traces of 
blood nearby and checked hos- 
pitals in case the injured man sou- 
ght medical treatment. 

Bui they said they had dis- 
counted the evidence of an att- 
endant at a nearby petrol station 
whu said he had served a man 
whose jacket appeared to be sta- 
ined with blood. 

Police also found an English 
newspaper of Sunday's date near 
the scene of the early morning att- 
ack. leading them to believe the 
killers may have flown in the same 
day. English newspapers arc not 
normally available until later in 
the day. 


Residents fear effects of Israeli withdrawal 


KIRYAT SHMONA tP.t — 
Now hy\ cr i* the Israeli gov- 
ernment's debate on a unilateral 
pullback of its tro«-p- from Leb- 
anon more closely followed than 
in this northern border settlement. 

Residents lear Palestinian 
commandos will tire artillery and 
nickels .ll it as so, in .is the army 
moves smith. 

■' Kiryat Slimon'.i became a' sym- 
bol lor the ten> mi<\s." s:\td Mayor 
Prosper ’A/ran. "The government 

also made it a symbol, and the fir-l 
chance iliev have, the guerrillas 
will iry to hit Kiryat Shniona to 
show we dtil not succeed in wiping 
them mil." 

Residents and press reports say 
scores ol people have already sold 
their apartments and bought acc- 
ommodation in the s.. nth. as many 
did in |«M when Israeli anil 
commando lorccs traded lire 
daily. 

Israel's coalition government 
started debate Saturday on a plan 
for a three- pint sc withdrawal las- 
ting eight to in months ,mJ all- 
owing lor the army lo evaluate ihe 
eltcCl ol each s\aj»c. 

Ktacl invaded Lebanon in June. 


I ‘>*2 with Inrmer Prime Minister 
Menu client Begin promising "no 
more Katyusha rockets on Kiryat 
Shmona." 

But Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin says he cannot guarantee 
no rockets will hit the picturesque 
settlement north of Israel. 

Israel'*: northern military com- 
mander earlier this month ins- 
tructed' re-idcms ‘to prepare the 
town's b,.,mb shelters. 

City officials.* psychologists and 
social workers have started pre- 
paring residents lor renewed she- 
lling. The municipality has ref- 
urbished bomb shelters, usually 
equipped with mattresses but wit- 
hout toilets or water. 

"VYe know we don't have to 
wait j long time." Mr. Azran said. 
"A citizen who doesn't know lie 
has a home underground has the 
potenti j I lor getting on a bus and 
Icav ing here." 

In WS|. townspeople ran for 
buses m a mass exodus when as 
many as I Oil rockets hit the town 
in one day. 

But in the 30 months since Isr- 
ael launched its invasion Kiryat 
Shmona has grown Irom I 2 .UOU to 


! K.0U0 people and Mayor Azran 
says another 4.000 families are 
waiting for housing- 

•■Since the war. it's been terrific 
here." said a teacher named Ditta 
as she watched toddlers playing 
behind a 2.5-meire steel fence at a 
nursery school. 

'• People have invested, children 
are relaxed, the town is thriving." 
she said. 

Bin Dina said she favoured a' 
pullback, noting that the 605 dead j 
■and 3.500 wounded among IsraeFi ! 
troops in Lebanon far out- 
numbered the casualties in nor- 
thern Israel from guerrilla rocket 
and artillery fire. 

"It's not pleasant to live with 
Katyushas, but each time 1 hearof 
casualties there, it really hurts." 
she said. 

Israel's continued occupation of 
South Lebanon has split Israelis 
along geographical as well as pol- 
itical lines. 

Leftists and a group called 
"Parents Against Silence", have 
protested against the occupation, 
while residents of northern set- 
tlements have held couruer- 
demonst rat ions. 


Jury to start 
deliberating 
in Sharon 
libel suit 

NEW YORK (R) — A jury of 
four women and two men were 
expected to start deliberations 
Monday on whether former Israeli 
defence chief Ariel Sharon was 
libelled by Time magazine in a 
story about a 1982 massacre in 
Beirut. 

The jurors have heard two 
months of testimony on Mr. Sha- 
ron's claim that Time portrayed 
him as instigator of the slaughter 
at Sabra and Shatilla. two Pal- 
estinian refugee camps. 

Before the deliberations start, 
the jury will hear final leagal ins- 
tructions from Judge Abraham 
Sofaer. who as late as last week 
made an unsuccessful bid to settle 
the case out of court. 

His draft of a retraction by the 
magazine was rejected by Mr. 
Sharon after it was "emasculated" 
by Time representatives, a spo- 
kesman for the ex-defence min- 
ister said. 

Mr. Sharon, who claimed moral 
victory in the S50 million libel suit 
after part of Time's defence caved 
in. was still demanding full ret- 
raction and an apology at week’s 
end. leading to speculai ion the suit 
still might be settled. 

1 But a 1 Sharon spokesman told 
Reuters Sunday that ••absolutely 
nothing "^happened over the wee- 
kend. 

The jurors were expected to 
concentrate on whether Time 
acted with malice or reckless dis- 
regard for the truth, the test of 
libel in the United States. Proving 
falsity and defamation is not eno- 
ugh. 

The burden of proof rests with 
the plaintiff. 

Studies have shown thai about 
60 per cent of LLS. libel jury ver- 
dicts have sided with the plaintiff, 
with the majority of them later 
overruled on appeal. 

If judge Sofaer is not satisfied 
with the verdict, an appeal is alm- 
ost certain. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


FILMS 

* A French cannon film entitled *‘The 
Fabulous Adventure* of the Legendary 
Baron de Munchausen" with English 
and Arabic commentary at 4:00 p.m. at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

The ABC News — The McLanghlin 
Group at 7:00 p.m. al the American 
Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Koval Cull ura) Centre Tel. 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre .. .... 

Goethe Institute 

Sonet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth Citv 

V.W.C.A. ...» 

V.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of ioidan Library 
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Popular Life of Jordan Museum: I iX) to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weafvns. musical instrumenis. etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 

Lions Amman Club. Meeting* every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn. 1 .30 p.m. 

Liras Philadelphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7.30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holnlav Inn. 
1 :30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal Automobile Club. Jahai Amman. 
Eighth Circle. Tel. X 1 5261. 


Folklore Museum: jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 1 00 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash f4ih to IKih 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
p.m. Year-round. Tel. 51760. 

J«rtf*o Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent collection ol the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal A! tjjra (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 d.m. - S.QQ p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidavs 1 0.00 a.m. 
4 00 r-m.l. Closed Tuesdays 
Jordan National Gallery; Contain* a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and seu- 
Iptbu-s by contemporary Islamic artists 
Irom mosi ol ihe Muslim countries and a 
collection ol paintings by 1 9th Century 
orientalist artbis Munvah. J d bal 
Luwcihdch. Opening hours: I0.flfjj.ni 
1.30 p.m u n d 3.30 p.m. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

ManyrV Memorial t Military Museum): 
Collect ion ol military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports Cny. Ammon. Opening Imurs 9 
a.m p.m. Llo*ed Suturdnvs Tel. 
664240. 


CHURCHES 

St- Jooeph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24590. 

Chorch of the Aaaunrbtioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh, 37440. 

De ta Salle Cbuitta (Roman Catholic) 
JabaJ Hussein. 661757. 

Chorch of the Atmuoriadou (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 
t Aagfican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383. 

7™l*“ CBlh0,k Chnreb Ashrar,i;h - 
AmMBiaa Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
775261 . 

.Sl Kphnihn Church-1 Syrian Onltodoxi 
Ashrafieh. 77 t75l. 

Amman Intenutwaal Church flnter- 
denominaiinnal): meets at Southern 
Baptist Scho.?l in Shmetsam. 8 J 6534. 
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Kyprianou may help rebuild Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Spyros Kyp- 
rianou was widely regarded as a 
stop-gap president of Cyprus 
when he assumed the office left 
vacant by the towering, cha- 
rismatic Archbishop Makarios 
who died in August 1977. 

Eight years later, however, he is 
still firmly in command, and on 
Thursday in New York he will 
me*t Turkish-Cyprioi leader Rauf 
Denktash in the hope of reuniting 
the divided nation. 

Mr. Kyprianou. 52. hit world 
headlines in December 1977 
when his son Achilleas was kid- 
napped by remnants of the 
Eoka-B terrorist group dem- 
anding the release of some com- 
rades jailed for their part in an 
abortive coup against Makarios. 

** I am ready to sacrifice my son. 
but not my country." Mr. Kyp- 
r'tanoH declared on television with 
wife Mimi and their other son by 


his side. Achilleas was freed unh- 
armed. 

The Kyprianous and their sons 
had a thunderous reception at a 
massive, spontaneous rally in Nic- 
osia's Liberty Square. 

Political opponents withdrew 
from the 197S presidential ele- 
ctions and Mr. Kyprianou was ele- 
cted by acclaim. He won a further 
five-year term in 19S3. securing 
57 per cent of the vote. 

Mr. Kyprianou was born in ihe 
port town of Limassol on October 
2K. 1 932. and was educated there 
before going to London to study 
economics. 

He qualified as a lawyer in 1954 
and was awarded a post-graduate, 
diploma in comparative law. 

While in London, he founded 
the Cypriot Students' Union in 
England (EFEKA) and took up 
politics as Archbishop Makartos's 
personal representative in Britain. 


In Cyprus, the struggle for Eno- 
sis (Union with Greece) against 
British rule had just begun and 
Mr. Kyprianou campaigned to 
explain the Cypriot cause to the 
British people. 

Eoka guerrillas began a violent 
independence struggle in Cyprus 
in 1955 and a year later Mr. Kyp- 
rianou was expelled from Britain. 
He went to Athens to work for the 
Pan-Hellenic Committee for 
Self-Determination in Cyprus. 

The committee sent him to fight 
the Cypriot case in the United 
Nations and at the U.S. State 
Department. When Cyprus won 
independence in I960. Mr. Kyp- 
rianou became its first foreign 
minister at just 28. 

Reserved and small in stature, 
he lived very much in the shadow 
of Makarios. who virtually per- 
sonified the new state. 

Yet Mr. Kyprianou' s defence of 


democracy attracted the attention” 
of the Greek military junta which . 
came to power in 1967. 

He was still a private citizen . 
when s junta-inspired abortive - 
coup against Makarios in 1974 led' 
Turkey to invade and occupy ihe 
northern third of the 'sfetttL fxir- 
cing (he division of Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots. 

In 1976. he founded the ' 
centre-right Democratic -Party.- 
which won 21 seats in elections, 
that year for the 50-seat Cypriot . 
ParliamenL He was elected house 
president. Fifteen seats reserved, 
for Turkish-Cypriots have bees' 
unoccupied since 1963. 

Asked why this month's talks 
should be any more effective. Mr. 
Kyprianou told Reuters: "This 
meeting wilt try to reach definite 
results which will constimic a fra- 
mework for a comprehensive sol- 
ution to the Cyprus problem. 


Denktash seeks equality in a federal Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktash. who meets 
Greek Cypriot President Spyros 
Kyprianou on Thursday in a fresh 
effort to unite the divided island, 
has fought doggedly for equality 
for his minority community. 

Having campaigned since the 
1 960s agairfel any suggestion that 
Cyprus might be a Greek island. 
Mr: Denktash harbours Few ill- 
usiohs that the path tt> a proposed 
bi-communal federal republic is 
an easy one. 

" It cannot be expected for two 
peoples who lived separately for 
many years to come together and 
forget the past and everything 
within a day." he said in a new 
year message. 

Mr. Denktash. the son of a 
judge, first declared his aims in 
October 1 963. " I take an oath that 
the Turkish Cypriot community 
will never become a minority, nor 
will the island ever become 
Greek." he said in a speech. 

Turkey invaded Cyprus and 
took the northern third of the isl- 
and in 1 974. Some 200.000 Greek 


Cypriot refugees fled from the 
occupied areas and the scattered 
community of 120,000 Turkish 
Cypriots moved north to be con- 
centrated into the "Turkish fed- 
erated stale" which Deaktash 
proclaimed in 1975. 

Eight years later, frustrated by 
fruitless negotiations and angered 
by growing international support 
far the legal- Greek Cypriot-run 
government.* : he -declared the 
north independent in the face of 
world opposition. 

At a key meeting in 1 977 with 
the late president. Archbishop 
Makarios. the principle of a fed- 
eral republic had been accepted. 
This was expanded into a 10-point 
agreement when he met President 
Spyros Kyprianou in 1 979. 

Despite the 1 983 creation of the 
"Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus," recognised only by Tur- 
key. Mr. Denktash maintained 
that his real aim was to federate 
with the Greek Cypriot south. 

Born on Jan. 27. 1924 in the 
west of Cyprus. Mr. Denktash fin- 
ished his schooling on the island 


before winning a scholarship io 
study Jaw in London. 

After being called to the bar. he 
returned to Cyprus and plunged 
straight into politics as a member 
of the Consultative Assembly set 
up by the British Colonial Adm- 
inistration. 

_ JHejvas solicitor general in 1 956_. 
and 1957. when he was elected,., 
.chairman of fhe 'Federation of ' 
Tuckish. Cypriot Associations — 
becoming the number two man in 
the community to the late Faizal 
Kutchuk. 

It was then that the Turkish 
Cypriots began to react against 
Greek Cypriot demands for 
"Enosis" — union with Greece — 
by proposing "taksin" (partition) 
as an alternative. 

Before independence in 1960. 
Mr. Denktash led a Turkish- 
Cypriot team on the committee 
drafting the republic's con- 
stitution. 

When intercommunal tensions 
erupted into bloody fighting in 
1963. Mr. Denktash himself ran 
the risk of death'. Returning from 


abroad in 1 964. he found himself 
banned from Cyprus and spent 
over three years in exile in Turkey. 
Trying to return secretly in 1967. 
he was captured and eventually 
returned to Turkey. 

Several writers say he was saved 
from possible execution by Tur- 
_kish pressure and the intervention 
of Glafcos derides, a Greek Cyp- 
riot then president of the House rit 
Representatives. 

Mr. Denktash returned as Tur^ 
kish Cypriot negotiator and spent 
six years in hard, fruitless bar- 
gaining with Mr. CIcrides. . 

_ 1° 1973 he was elected vice pre- 
sident. the highest of fice open to a 
Turkish Cypriot under the 1960 
constitution. ; 

There is little sign Mr. Denktash 
has formed even a marginal rap 
port with Mr. Kyprianou and this, 
some diplomats say. has con- 
tributed to a long deadlock' in 
Cyprus. Mr. Denktash disagrees. 

"My only aim is to seek a just 
solution in Cyprus lhat will long 
outlive me and anyone else inv- 
olved." he said recently. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 1 USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


AMMAN AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Alia inf- 
omuuum department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport tel. (0S\ 53250, 
j where it should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

®*30 — . .. — Aqaba (RJ) 

Dubai iRJ! 

•*45 — Kuwait (RJ) 

0*45 Jeddah (RJ! 

•*45 Cairo (RJ) 

°*55 Dhahran |RJ) 

®*S5 — Dubai. Bahrain (RJ) 

Muscat. Doha (RJ) 

>*10 Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 

•0=20 — Beirut (RJ| 

••=20 Cairo (MS) 

10:35 Dhahran. Riyadh (SV) 

1*45 Singapore. Abu Dhabi f RJ) 

1*15 Doha (GF) 

•*50 - Moscow (SU) 

14:40 Kuwait (KU) 

t*15 - Baghdad ( IA) 

•7:30 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

J&OO .... Amsterdam, Istanbul (KLM) 

Cairo (RJ) 

1*45 Tripoli (RJ) 

2*kI5 Zurich. Larnaca (SR) 

20:2* — — Athens (OA) 

20-48 Rome. Damascus (AZ) 

2*150 Frankfun. Damascus (LH) 

■•*45 — * — Cairo (RJ) 

••:•• Baghdad (RJ) 


DEPARTURES: 


a * 45 .. 

07:00 

•7:15 ■■ 

11:15 .. 
11:20 .. 
11:45 
12:00 ... 
It IS ... 
1*15 ... 
I* 15 ... 
12:20 . 
1*30 .„ 
13:00 ... 
14:36 .. 
1*56 .... 
15:40 ... 
17:15 ... 
1*30 .... 
2fc30 .. 
*45 ... 
21:10 .... 
22:00 .... 


Cairo (RJ) 

■ — : - Beirut (RJ) 

— Aqaba (RJ) 

- - Tripoli (RJ) 

- Cairo (MS) 

- Geneva. Madrid (Ri) 

Paris. London (RJ) 

... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Riyadh. Dhahran (SY| 

IstanbuL Bucharest (Rjj 

... Frankfurt. Copenhagen (RJ) 

- - Rome (RJ) 

- Bahrain (GF) 

- — — - Cairo (RJ) 

- Moscow (SU) 

— Kuwaii (KU) 

Ba B hdad (JA) 

— Kuwaii (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJJ 

Cairo (RJ) 

- - Baghdad (RJ) 

- Bangkok (Rjj 


. MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port : 

— Orais 

— Jala Govino 

— Saint Re my 

— Triglav 

— Kaprtan Kamtnskij 

— Aqaba 

— Golden Bangkok 

— Balqecs 

— Farah One 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local selt/buv rates in fils 

Belgian franc 64.1/ 64.4 

Dutch guilder . — 114/ 114.7 

Egyptian guinea 302.ft 307*6 

French franc 42/ 42 J 

Iraqi dinar 344.3/ 351.6 

Italian lire (for 100) 20.W 21 

Japanese yen (for 100) 159.6/ 160.5 

Kuwaiti dinar 1325/ 1330.6 

Lebanese lira —i 43.1/ 44 6 

Oraam riyal 1166/ 1I73J 

Oaunnya! — MO.w m j 

Saudi nyal 1 1 3«V 1 1 3.8 

Swedish crown 44.6/ 45 j 

Swos franc 153.6/ I34J 

r>T£ n J ,r u 38.4/ 39.8 

UAEdirijm 110/ 1,0.6 

U.K. sterling pound ..... 463.5/ 466 J 

U^dotlar 405/ 407 

w. German mark 128.8/ 129.5 

WEATHER 

A cold front will be afieaing our area. 
So. u will be cloudy. wrth^Uercd thu- 
nder showers and (he temperature will 
dwrease. Light and variable winds will 
Become southwesterly moderate. [ D 
* ^cloudy, with 
uwrly moderate winds and calm seat 

AtanJ?^ *fC. 

^**3 1 znn 

Jordan Vaty jJJJJ 

5 » h S* fc temperatures: 
Amman J 8. Aqaba 23. Humbly rc^ 

pS^nt m,naD 6 A 9* ba 43 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 1 93. 775, , | 

Firstaid. fire, police _ , 99 

Blood bank _ 77513, 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 211 1 1. 37777 

rotfee headquarters 39141 

J^PO |ice 56390- 1 

fcJectric Power Co. 36381-2 

Municipal water service 77 1 125-8 

Queen Alia Ini. Airport .. (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn .. 44281 -4 
Akdch Maternity. J. Amman .. 4244 1 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Maihas. J. Amman 35, 4^ 

Pakstiae. Shmeisani 6641 7 r.4 

ampeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital K45R45 

Anyl^'SiSZ ” UMcin 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

- 665292 

Sfc^a ha i reen 777101-3 

Al- Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1 

Ana * Marka - 9161 1 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Kamal Ramahi 


Dr. Mohammad Lebbodeh 

Mreish pharmacy 

Grand Arabian pharmacy .. 

Darw ish pharmacy M 

Fifth Circle pharmacy 

Hasbem pharmacy 

Hay Na*zai pharmacy 

TAXIS: 

Taxiim laxi .... 

Jerusalem taxi 

Tamer taxi 

K haled taxi 

Kurdi taxi 

Waddah taxi 

IRBID 

Dr. Amin Abn Eidch 

Wardah pharmacy 

yjsRijA: 

Dt. Ghazi Al Rousan 

Rida pharmacy 

Ha woo? pharmacy 

general 

Jordan Television . .......... 

Radio Jordan 
Ministry of Tourism 
Hotel complaints 

complaints 

Telephone: 

Information 

Jordan and Middle Ejw'aifr 

Overseas calls 

Cable or telegram 

Reprnt service 


..... 96560 
770910 
24051 
.._2509f 
..813141 
..669293 
,-.'79233 


...44660 
.... 39655, 
-666417 
... 23715 
.84] 309 
-812454' 


4468 

,—.3303 


market prices 


Vpptrtknnr pnee 

Apple (double red) 

Apple (golden) 

Apple (starfccn) 

Banana 

Banana (MuUmm’arj 

Beans 

Broad beans .. - 

Cabbage 

Chestnut 

Carrot (yellow) 

carrot (black) - 

Cauliflower *.. 

Cucumber (latge.) ..... 

Cucumber (snull) 

Eggplant (large) "" 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik 

Grape frtia 


infOs per kg. 

250/ )80 

250/ 180 

...... 250/ I R0 

280 / 240 

240 / 210 

330/260 

680 / 600 

120/ 90 

640 / 580 

— ••• 120/ 90 

I4Q/10Q 

170/ 130 

220/ 160 

400/ 3S0 

130/ 100 
....... 160/ 130 

150/130 

-—.120/ 90 


Lemon 

lettuce (per one) 

Malkrw 

Mandarin ^ 

Marrow (large) ' 

Mamrw (small) ! 

Onion (dry) 

On*™ (green) 

Oranges (Abu Sura) ., 
(Shamraouti) . 

i**# 1 (American) , 

Pepper (sweet) ■_ , 
Feppcr (hoi green) — „ 
Potatoes (local) .......... 

Radishes 

Spinach “3^ 

Tomatoes 

Turnip 


.. — ‘-.1307100 
.......... 120/90 

—J. -12280 / 220 

190/ 160 

100/ -70 

— 170 / m 
rso / 120 

— t40/,ioa 
260/20^ 

-200/170 

— — 80/ 80 

540/480 

320/260 

300)220 

- 220/ HO 

1 90/ 60 

I20f W 

—Ll 200/ 130 







news 



Traffic rules must be 
applied to reduce road 
accidents, Hassan says 


AMMAN (Petra).— His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent, Monday received Lie- 


country. 

Despite the development Jor- 
dan is witnessing. Prince Hassan 


encihg Department Director Bri- noted with regret that every day 
gadier Ahmad Abu A! Saud. Mr. we see a number of road accidents 
Subhi . Ibrahim and Mr. Wasef which jolt the conscience. If we 
Fakhouri who presented the Pri- carefully examine the causes and 
nee with a copy of a guidebook for results of these accidents. Prince 
drivers on traffic rules which was Hassan said, we find that rec- 
'prepared by Brig. Abu A1 Saud. klessness and indifference on the 
Prince Hassan paid tribute to P® n 0,! a group of drivers have led 
the efforts made in the pre- t0 fatai mistakes which claim the 


paration of the book and exp- 
ressed his hope that h would be 
circulated and read by the largest 
number of citizens in order to ach- 
ieve the goals behind the book. 

In the preface to the book. Pri- 
nce Hassan pointed out that con-' 
fortuity between thought and app- 
lication and between words and 
deeds are among (he cha- 
racteristics of great nations. 

Prince Hassan also said in the 
preface that the best means for 
maintaining laws is to adhere to 
them and to apply them, because 
both actions represent the mea- 
ning of loyalty and sincerity to the 


lives of people. 

Speaking about the book Prince 
Hassan said that it contained, in 
detail, all the traffic rules which 
concern citizens. He said that 
these regulations should be app- 
lied and adhered to in view of the 
importance of increasing traffic 
awareness, reducing the number 
of road accidents and alleviating 
their effects. 

Concluding the preface. Prince 
Hassan stressed that public safety 
is an inseparable part of the nat- 
ion's personality and that it is a 
common national responsibility. 


8 municipality employees 
sentenced for misuse of 
position, embezzlement 


Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidal (third right) acc- 
ompanied by Minister of Health Kamel A1 Ajlouni 
(centre) Monday tour hospitals in the Amman and 


Zarqa areas to inspect medical services (Petra 
photo I 


By Salaraeh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter , 

AMMAN — Prime Minister and Military Governor 
Ahmad Obeidat has endorsed a military court ver- 
dict on eight employees of the Amman Municipality 
sentencing them to between one and a half years 
imprisonment to two years with hard labour and 
fines, the Jordan Times has learned. 

According 10 informed sources, unity, 
who asked noi to be identified, the The sources said (he sentences 


prime minister last year, had ple- 
dged to fight administration cor- 
ruption in the Kingdom, par- 
ticularly in the public Mrcior. 

In another de'clnpmuii. i.’a. 
criminal court sentence* i tour 
people to periods ranging lumi 
one month to five years imp- 
risonment with hard labour tor the 
murder tour years ago of a man in 
Sarih. near Irbid. 

Durine the elections lor the' 


Obeidat stresses government’s interest 
in health sector, improving services 


Two families perish in 
tragic highway crash 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Two families of three 
and four members were killed 
Sunday night in a horrible traffic 
accident near rhe Karak- 
O-atraneh junction on the 
Amman- Aqaba Highway, police 
sources said. 

The victims were travelling in a 
private car. owned by Mr. Hussein 
Hadib, and were heading for 
Aqaba when the car collided head 
on with an Iraqi tanker truck 
bound in the opposite direction, 
eyewitnesses said. 

The victims included the late 
Mr. Hadib. his wife and child and 
an Indian engineer, his wife and 
two children who were all taken to 
Karak government hospital. 

A spokesman for Maltrans, 
company in Jordan, Mr. Gur- 
unadh told the Jordan Times that 
the 43 -year-old Indian engineer 
Unnikrishnan Menon was the 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Ahmad Obeidat Monday str- 
essed the government's interest in 
the health services sector and its 
concern to develop this sector with 
a view to improving health con- 
ditions in Jordan. The gov- 
ernment. under the wise directives 
of His Majesty King Hussein, dir- 
ects special attention to this sector 
in view of its direct relationship 
with the people, he said. 

Mr. Obeidat was speaking dur- 
ing a tour which took him to the 
Ministry of Health, the nursing 
college in Zarqa. the Zarqa gov- 
ernment hospital and Bashir Hos- 
pital in Amman. 

Starting his tour. Mr. Obeidat 
visited the Ministry of Health 
where he presided over a meeting 
attended by Minister of Health 
Kamel Al Ajlouni and dep- 
artment heads at the ministry. 
During the meeting Mr. Obeidat 
reviewed the progress of work at 
the ministry and its future plans to 
upgrade the level of health ser- 
vices. Mr. Obeidat also stressed 


the importance of providing med- Mr. Obeidat also inaugurated a 
icine in all health centres and cal- mosque at AJ Bashir hospital, con- 
led for achieving further coo- struction costs for which were 
rdination between the ministry donated bjcHaj Ghaleb Al Zagha. 


and the health centres. 

Later Mr. Obeidat. acc- 
ompanied by Dr. Ajlouni and a 
number of health department 


Mr. Obeidat and the audience 
prayed Al Dhuhr and then lis- 
tened to speeches delivered by 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 


who asked not to be identified, the The sources said the sentences Sar . ,h Municipal Council m • 
eight employees who were under on these employees were end- “htch were won by Mohammad 
investigation for several months, orsed after being reduced from di. one of his supporters pro- 
were found guilty of emb- three years imprisonment which is l ®kcd a fight when he started ccl- 
ezzlement and the misuse of their "the ceiling sentence" for such a vb rating in his own way. The tight 
posts in the municipality. felony. Other accused employees reared m the shooting down ol 

The sources did not give details were acquitted by the court. the man bv the supporters of the 

but said that the convicted persons Those sentenced were: Asa' ad losing candidate who exchanged 
were collaborating with people Abu Ziad. two years imp- fire with Mr. Sa di s group, 
from outside the municipality, fac- risonment: Ibrahim Abdul The coun jj tfm jfied the two 
dilating illegal transaction's and Wahab. two years: Sami Amin- sentenced to fi»e years imp- 
accepting bribes. They said the ann. one and a half years: K haled risonment with hard labour as 
group was operating a son of Juqqa. one and a halfyears: harah k.S. and A.S. The other mo sen- 
“ network" in the municipality Rabadi. one and a halt years; i L . nccd Itl a onc mom h imp- 
which was discovered after one Wahid Hiassat. one and y half risonment were identified as M.s 
contractor, who had bribed an years and Ahmad Khader. one and M.S. 
employee at the municipality to and a half years. 


were acquitted by the coun. 

Those sentenced were: Asa' ad 
Abu Ziad. two years imp- 
risonment: Ibrahim Abdul 


heads, visited the nursing college Affairs Abed Khalaf Dawoudieh 
recently established in Zaiqa. He who highlighted the importance of 
then proceeded to Zarqa gov- mosques in the lives of Muslim 
emment hospital where he toured people. The minister thanked the 
the various sections and listened prime minister for patronising the 
to a briefing by the hospital's dir- inaugural ceremony for the mos- 
ector about the progress of work que. 
following improvements made to 

ithe various sections particularly in The inaugural ceremony was 


take on a project, informed the 
authorities after he found out that 
he had been guaranteed imm- 


K lectio ns murder 

Mr. Obeidat. who took office as 


the man bv the supporters of the 
losing candidate who exchanged 
fire with Mr. Sa'di's group. 

The court identified the two 
sentenced to loo years imp- 
risonment with hard labour as 
K.S. and A.S. The other mo sen- 
tenced to a one month imp- 
risonment were identified a*< M> 
and M.S. 

The number oft hose accused iif 
t his case wax ss. Mr. Sa'di won the 
same elections last month. 


ithe various sections particularly in The inaugural ceremony was _ 

the surgery, emergency and legal attended by Dr. Ajlouni. Ministry Irbid Thursday 

sections. The new improvements of Awqaf and Islamic Attairs J 


have contributed towards inc— Under Secretary Abdul Salam AJ 
reasing the capacity of the hospital Abbadi. the deputy dean of the 


as it can now accommodate 256 Sharia” College at the University rsday to discuss a number of issues 
patients, the hospital director said, of Jordan, department heads from regarding citizens' requests and 
Following this. Mr. Obeidat the Ministry of Health, the dir- requirements for general services, 
returned to Amman where hetou- ector of Bashir Hospital and div- Taking pan in the session will 


chief engineer in the Maritime 
Corporation, which is a subsidiary 
of Maltrans in Aqaba for the last 
two and a half years. 

Mr. Gurunadah said that Mr. 

Menon has just received his 40- 
ycar-ofd wife and his two children, 
seven-year old Shon and four- 
year old Roshan at the Oueen Alia 
International Airport and he was 
heading back to Aqaba with the 
Jordanian family when the acc- 
ident took place. 

According to first reports, the 
traitor rruck hit the private car on 
a head of collision and dragged it 
50 to 60 metres before stopping 

claiming the lives of those in the ^ ^ 1 ■ • t • 1 , 

French audiovisual unit shows cartoon 

icle. 

The spokesman added that the froliCS tO mtlOdUCC Child^n tO CinCIUa 
police are currently conducting 

investigations and that the bodies AMMAN (J.T.) — Baron de Audiovisual stock em,y rendered a tribute to thi 

are still .in Karak government hos- Munchausen is a warmhearted, if famous French film director Tru 

pital- slightly immodest, cartoon eha- Every month these countries ffaut. and with the French pro 


Cabinet to hold Department to apply new 
session in disinfectant standards 


Under Secretary Abdul Salam AJ IRBID( Petra) — The Cabinet will 
Abbadi. the deputy dean of the hold a meeting in Irbid on Thu- 
Sharia* College at the University rsday to discuss a number of issues 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chemical 
disinfectants produced locally will 


Mr. Taha said that his dep- 
artment requires that each dis- 


Following this. Mr. Obeidat 
returned to Amman where he tou- 
red Al Bashir hospital and ins- 
pected the progress of work there. 
The hospital performs 1 1 ,000 sur- 
gical operations every year. 


ector of Bashir Hospital and div- Taking pan in the session will 
ision heads at the hospital in add- be a number of Upper and Lower 
ition to Al Aqsa Mosque Director House of Parliament members. 
Sheikh Mohammad Shaqra who administrative governors, dep- 


not be marketed unless a trade infectani product carry a date ot 
mark is registered with the Min- manufacture and an expiry date, 
istry of Industry and Trade, are- instructed all manufacturers 
ording to a decision taken Monday lb*-” requirements of 

by the Department of Metrology metrology and specifications to 
and Specifications. immediately stop an further mar- 

The department’s director. Mr. Jeering of their products until they 
Salahelldin Taha Monday chaired ha\e obtained the appro\al ol the 
a meeting at the Mini-ary nl Ind- ministry, 
usuy and Trade attended by 15 


welcomed the prime minister. 


ailment heads, chairman of mun- 
icipal and village councils, sup- 
ervisors of clubs, heads of coo- 
peratives and charitable societies. 


Mr. Taha also emphasised the 


represeniames of the disinfectant necessnv that all lactones should 


manulacturing sector. 

Under the new measures, all 


representatives of the Jordanian I manufacturers ol disinfectants will formulae. 


establish laboratories to enable 
them to adhere to production 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent deputises Butros to visit Khouri 

AMMAN (Petra). — His Royal Highness Grown Prince Hassan. 
the Regent. Monday deputised his special adviser Albert Butros 
to visit Bishop Elia Khouri, member of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation Executive Committee, who will undergo a bypass 
operation at Hussein Medical Centre. 

Iraq willing to buy tomato paste 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Iraq has expressed its readiness to buy a 
total of 2,500 tonnes of tomato paste from Jordan, director of the 
tomato paste factories at the Jordan Valley Authority, Dr. Amin 
Al Khatib said Monday in Baghdad. Dr. Khatib is member of the 
Jordanian delegation which held talks with officials of the Iraqi 
general corporation for foodstuff industries. The delegation com- 
prises JVA and Audit Bureau officials. 

Rabbah joins Arab Cities Organisation 

KARAK (Petra) — The Arab Cities Organisation (ACO) has 
accepted Rabbah Municipality in Karak Govemorate as a mem- 
ber in the organisation. Rabbah Mayor Atwa Al Majali said that 
the municipality will cooperate with the ACO to implement a 
number of projects for the municipality. Rabbah Municipality will 
also help to preserve the environment and develop Arab cities, 
Mr. Majali said. 

Mosques begin energy-saving campaign 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Abed 
Khalaf Dawoudieh has instructed officials in charge of mosques 
all over Jordan to rationalise the consumption of water and ele- 
ctricity in mosques. Mr. Dawoudieh said that a special committee 
will be set up to follow up on the implementation of these ins- 
tructions. 

CRD registers 487,705 families 

AMMAN (Petra) — Civil Registration Department Director 
General Rifai Al Hazaraeh announced Monday that 487.705 
Jordanian families are now registered with the department. He 
added that the total number of family members is 3,158,989 of 
which 1,637,287 are females. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Baron de Audiovisual stock * m,y rendered a tribute to the 

Munchausen is a warmhearted, if famous French film director Tru- 

slightiy immodest, cartoon cha- Every month these countries ffaut. and with the French pro- 
racter whose crazy and wildly imp- receive between them over 100 gramme of Jordan Television 
robable adventures are the subject audiovisual documents from the which already takes around 10 per 
of a fuH- length feature film to be unit's stock of 220 feature films,' cem °f hs material from the unit, 
shown at the Royal Cultural Cen- which date from the early talkies t.__ -i . 

tre tonight and for the next five to the latest productions. 600 Animation course 

days. Directed by one of France's shon documentaries on a wide Q ne of the main events the unit 
leading animators, Jean Image, variety of subjects — medicine. j s offering in the New Year is a 
“The Fabulous Adventures of the oceanography, an — 700 video course j n audiovisual animation. 
Legendary Baron de Mun- cassettes taken from French tel- The course, which will be attended 
chausen" is being shown courtesy evision and 6.000 slides which ill- by technicians and by 

of the regional audiovisual unit of - ustrate all aspects of French cul- people running the audiovisual 
the French Cultural Centre in ture and civilisation. units in the other 12 Arab cou- 

Amraan. In order to actively promote n tries will include lectures by a 

“When we presented a cartoon French audiovisual products here french animation artist coming 
film over the holiday season last in Jordan, the unit often holds iis over especially from France for 
year, we were delighted by the own film seasons which feature the occasion and workshops, the 
response — over 1,700 children certain themes such as the classics cou^e will run for one week in 
came," the director of the aud- of French cinema, the newest films March, dates to be announced. 


Women's Federation Irbid branch have now to register the eom- 
and represeniatives of all walks of pany's trade mark with the corn- 
life in Irbid Govemorate. pany’scontroller at the Ministry of 


pany's trade mark with the coni- He added that the department 
pany's controller at the Ministry of suggested forming a joint 
Industry and Trade together w ith committee Irom the department 


products. 


thai standards will be adhered to. 


Irbid Governor Mohammad Ali Industry and Trade together « ilh committee Irom t 
Al Amin said thauhe govemorate a full description of the factory's an *f manufacturers to ensure 
has drawn up a working paper on products. lhai standards wil’ ' 

the requests and demands of Irbid — 

citizens for general services. The 1 O •» 

Dead Sea resthouse 

building and developing the cou- to open next month 

nirv. * 


Dead Sea resthouse due 


Amman. 


came,” the director of the aud- of French cinema, the newest films 
iovisua! unit.- M. Maury said in a or the work of a particular dir- 
inverview, “and since cartoons are ector. In order to help the public 
a good way of introducing children understand a little more about the 
to the cinema, we decided to rep- films, the unit issues a small leaflet 

.1 .u:. •• n.A n r 


eat the idea again this year. 


which explains with the aid of cri- 


The unit is also preparing film 
seasons featuring the work of Jean 
Pierre Melville. Eric Rohmer and 
a series of films whose subject will 


The regional audiovisual unit of tical reviews something about the 
the French Cultural Centre is an period in which the film is set. or 


the French Cultural Lentre is an period in wnicn tne mm is sei. or y ears s j nce 1930. 
active if not particularly well- the message it is trying to convey. In the meantime, there will be 
known establishment that has AH of the unit’s vast collection "The fabulous Adventures of the 
operated from Amman since its can be borrowed from the unit's Legendary Baron de Mun- 
transfer from Beirut some four headquarters which is situated in c hausen” whose miraculous and 
years ago. The main aim of the Jabal Weibdeh and many people., humourous feats will appeal to 
unit is to introduce all the various including schools are now fre- young and old alike. AJ1 per- 
kinds of French audiovisual pro- quently making use of this facility. f orT nances. of the film, which is 
duction — feature films, shon There is also an open invitation subtitled in both Enelish and Ara- 


be Paris as seen through the eyes well now be filled from another 
of different directors over the well at Hofa. He added that peo- 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Social Special places provided with 
Security Corporation (SSC) dep- saf e recreational facilities have 
artment of tourist investment has been set up for children in add- 
completed work on the dev- ition to two swimming pools for 
elopmeni of ihe Dead Sea res- children which have been filled 
thouse which will be opened dur- mineral water from the sea 

/mviivi/m-m ij. i .j — aixwaierwcus ing February, according to the * or therapeutic purposes, he 
has been closed in the north of the department s director general. aJ ded. Mr. Ajlouni said that the 
country due to suspected con- Mr. Zuhair Af Ajlouni. ~ Dead Sea resthouse project is onc 

lamination. Water delivery tan- He told the Jordanian News -* n a St * r *es of projects which ihc 
kers were also banned from using Agency. Petra, that the Dead Sea department plans 10 carry out with 
those wells. resthouse project is one of the ,hc a * m ol encouraging domestic 

Mr. Mohammad Ali Al Amin, major and important projects an d foreign tourism at reasonable 
the governor of Irbid who took the which the department has carried P r *ces and w ith excellent services, 
decision, added that water tanks out and that it is expected to rcc- The reason for setting up the tou- 
welJ now be filled from another cive large numbers of visitors. He r *si invest mem department at the 
well at Hofa. He added that peo- pointed out that the resthouse inc- SSC is to reconsider and to dev- 


Amln closes six 
contaminated 
water wells 

AMMAN (J.T. ) — Six water wells 


pie in the area should make sure 
that the water they buy comes 
from Hofa well. 


risi investment department at the 
SSC is to reconsider and to dev- 


documen tones, videos and slides to anyone who wishes to organise 
— to a wider audience. To do that the showing of a film series, to 

j : . • _ r L.U U F'.Imc 


unit is to introduce all the various including schools are now rre- young and old alike. All per- 
kinds of French audiovisual pro- quently making use of this facility. f on nances. of the film, which is 

duction — feature films, shon There is also an open invitation su (, t -„| e j \ n bo th English and Ara- 
docu memories, videos and slides to anyone who wishes to organise bic beg ; n at 4 pm except on 
— to a wider audience. To do that the showing of a film series, to January 1 9th when the show will 
the unit assures the distribution of hold discussions on French films beg j n a ', R p m Tickets at JD 1 for 
these products to 12 countries of or to learn a little more about dif- adui^ and 500 fils for children are 
the Middle East and Gulf area — ferenl film production techniques available both at the French Cuf- 
naraely Saudi Arabia. Bahrain, to use the unit freely. The unit also , ura j (7 entTe and ai t h e R 0 yaJ Cul- 
Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, wishes to strengthen its ties with , ura | Centre. 

Iraq, Kuwait. Oman. Oatar, North the concerned establishments 

and South Yemen. Sudan and here in Jordan, like for example 
Syria. the Royal Cine Club, which rec- 


tural Centre. 


Water authority officials will persons while three' other large 
issue water tanker drivers with sheltered cafeterias can offer set- 
receipts show ing the time and date vices to more than 500 visitors, 
of filling, according to Water Aut- Mr. Ajlouni said, 
horily of Jordan engineer Muneer 
Iwais. 

Dr. Moeen Alghool. head of the 
Health Department in Irbid. said 
that random samples of water 
taken from those wells and ana- 
lysed in Amman indicate those 
wells are contaminated most of 
the time. 


ludes parking space tor more than clop tourist utilities to cope with 
500 cars. The resthouse's res- tourist development and eco-‘ 
taurani can accommodate 250* nomic growth in Jordan. Mr. Ajl- 
persons while three' other large puni said. The Ministry of Agr- 
sheltered cafeterias can offer set- 'culture has contributed to the 
vices to more than 500 visitors, project by providing 500 saplings 
Mr. Ajlouni said. to be planted in the resthouse 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Villa consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, sit- 
ting room, maid's room, 2 bathrooms, 3 verandas, garage, 
central heating, garden and telephone. Location: Fourth Cir- 
cle, near German Embassy. 

For information please call 816764 between 10 a.m. - 1 


VACANCIES 

1- Executive Secretary. Fluent speaking and writing in 
English. Typing, filing, telex and office work, with exp- 
erience. 

2- Typist. Typing in Arabic and English with experience. 

Applicants to send their CVs to P.O. Box 9451, Amman 
giving their address and phone number for interviews. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Only for four months. 
Ground floor apartment. 
One bedroom, salon with 
accessories. Centrally 
heated with garage, gar- 
den, colour television, 
telephone aftd private 
entrance. 

Shmeisani, near Cypai 
Flowers, behind Marriott 
Hotel. 

Tel: 663266. 


SITUATION VACANT 

COMPUTER HARDWARE ENGINEER 

A leading Jordanian Computer Company has 
vacancy for qualified hardware/electronics eng- 
ineer to work on microcomputers, min- 
icomputers- and word processors. Career opp-’ 
ortunities and interesting conditions for suitable'^ 
candidates. 

Interested persons should apply with a rec- 
ent photograph at the company office before 
January 22, 1985. 


Olivetti Computers — General Computers Corp. 
Ministry of Interior Circle, 

Al Razi Street, Atyeh Building 
Tel. 670966 P.O. Box 910207 Amman 


INVITATION 

As the Philadelphia Hotel, which existed for the fast sixty years, 
has been expropriated by the Amman Municipality. 

The owners have the honour to invite you to attend the Oil Pai- 
nting Exhibition which will be held at the Holiday Inn Hotel - 
Amman, during the period between Tuesday 15th Jan. 1985, and 
Saturday 26th Jan. 1985 , from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. 

in this exhibition, the reproduction of oil paintings of famous 
Orientalists will be exhibited. 


^ivrv; 


JORDANIAN JOURNALISTS INVITED 

to apply for six-month travelling fellowship in the United 
States under the aegis of the World Press Institute at Mac- 
alester College. Saint Paul. Minnesota. Applicants from print 
or electronic media should be 25-35 years of age, proficient 
in English, and with at least three years professional exp- 
erience. 

Applications for the 1985 fellowships are due by the first 
week of February, and can be obtained from: 

Rami G. Khouri or George Hawatmeh at the Jordan Times, 
Tel: 666320 


VACANCIES 

1. ELECTRICAL ENGINEER — (Practical) 

— 3-5 years experience in the field of cement/ 

phosphate. 

— Fluent in English or German language (rea- 
ding, writing, speech) 

— Graduate from German or British Institute or 
University. 

2. MECHANICAL ENGINEER — (Practical) 

— 3-5 years experience in the field of cement/ 

phosphate/potash/fertilizers 
— Fluent in English or German language (rea- 
ding, writing, speech) 

— Graduate from German or British Institute or 
University. 

3. SECRETARY 

— Fluent in both Arabic/English typing 
— High school (Tawjihi) certificate holder. 

— Graduate from Jordanian Institute. 

— Not less than 2 years experience. 

ONLY JORDANIANS NEED APPLY AND MUST HAVE 
COMPLETED NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICE. 
Those interested and qualified please apply to 
P.O. Box 6165, Amman enclosing C.V. and sup- 
porting documents. 
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New era for Mideast? 


THE White House yesterday issued a denial that the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union have agreed to hold talks on the Middle East. 
Hours before the denial was received here, we had thought that 
we heard the most encouraging bit of news coming from Was- 
hington in a long time. 

- Had a New York Times, that yesterday confirmed an earlier 
Israeli newspaper report on the U.S.-Soviet agreement, proved 
true, we would have seen a change in U.S. attitudes that could 
only be welcomed towards helping the search for peace in the 
area. 

The shift in fact is long overdue. The U.S. has been trying to 
go it alone in the Middle East fora number of years now, but it 
has not succeeded, and nobody gained anything from the imp- 
asse. It is natural therefore that Washington should look for the 
alternative, and to work hand in hand with the other sup- 
erpower to break the deadlock. 

The U.S. loses nothing by involving the Soviet Union in the 
search for a settlement in the Middle East. On the contrary* it 
stands to gain in credibility and influence from proving its 
genuine desire for peace if everybody contributes his share 
towards success, including Moscow and even the rejectionist 
Arab states. Moreover, superpower understanding on the hot 
spots of the world can only lead to the strengthening of their 
bilateral ties and mutual interests within the framework of 
global detente. 

It has to be said, however, that by agreeing to talk on the 
Middle East, the U.S. and the Soviet Union would move no 
more than a starting step, for much remains to be said and 
done. And given the delicate balance in the area, all moves 
from there have to be handled with the utmost care. This would 
be an opportunity that should not be allowed to slip. 

Time is also of the essence. Progress on the Middle East must 
not be made to depend on reaching agreements elsewhere — 
important as the other issues may be. Space weapons are well 
above the reality on the ground, and peace in this area cannot 
wait for all the missiles to disappear. 

We are hopeful that Washington and’Moscow are beginning 
a new era, not only for themselves but also for the whole world. 
There is not that much that separates their positions on the 
Middle East except for narrow self-interest and petty mistrust 
that have to be foregone for the sake of peace. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Seeking Arab integrity 


KING HUSSEIN started a tour of the Gulf region Sunday to con- 
solidate Arab ranks and restore solidarity and unified action among 
Arab leaders. His lour is in line with Jordan's policy, which calls for 
leaving the door open For consultation and coordination with Arab 
countries about the common issues and means of confronting the 
challenges and dangers threatening the Arab Nation. 

In view of the differences prevailing in the Arab World the least 
one can do is to iiy to consult brothers about the steps to be followed 
jn seeking joint action and about measures that can effectively end 
inter- Arab disputes. We cannot help feeling sorry for the situation in 
Lebanon and Palestine and the continuing Gulf War. 

These major problems should have unified Arab ranks and mob- 
ilised their forces and resources instead of leaving them impassive the 
way they are. 

The Arab governments are doing nothing in the face of enemy 
plans for imposing hegemony over the Middle East region and the 
enemy's disregard for our aspirations and our rights. In view of the 
enemy's plots and continued aggression on the Arab Nation, Arab 
leaders are now called on to get together and find proper measures to 
repel threats and dangers. 

Al Dustour: Rebuilding Arab solidarity 

KING HUSSEIN'S tour of the Gulf region comes at a time when 
Jordan is escalating its drive on all fronts to re-build Arab solidarity 
and end inter- Arab disputes now plaguing the Arab Nation. Jordan’s 
leadership believes that without a unified Arab front this nation 
cannot confront external challenges and cannot foil the conspiracies 
being hatched against the Arabs. 

However, it is regrettable to see some Arab states casting doubt 
about the convening of an Arab summit or belittling the need and the 
importance of such summit which indeed is required now more than 
any other time in the past to tackle the various issues confronting 
Arab countries. 3 

King Hussein who has in mind the weak Arab situation and who 
believes in the unity of ranks and mobilisation of Arab resources has 
taken the initiative in contacting Arab brothers with the purpose of 
explaining the need for measures to unify their action and for holding 
an Arab summit to plan future strategy. 

In view of the special importance which the King assumes in the' 
Arab World and in the light of the strong brotherly relations which 
Jordan maintains with the Gulf countries, observers believe that 
there arc very good chances for success. 

Sawt Al Shaab : Arab difference should end 

IT IS impossible to explain the trend among Arab countries to pursue 
tnetr futile disputes and internal differences which lead nowhere. It is 
also puzzling to see the Arabs losing parts of their land and iheir 
resources being sapped continually without lifting a finger to stop the 
downward fall to the abyss. 

I ( is painful to sec some Arab governments pursuing a course of 
creating regional blocs in a bid to escape from their national com- 
mitments instead of seeking to achieve an all-out Arab unity. What 
the Arabs need now is common action and common understanding of 
their common issues and the dangers threatening their nation. 

King Hussein, who realises the real situation prevailing in the Arab 
World is taking the initiative to bring Arab leaders together in a 
summit meeting aimed at handling the numerous outstanding que- 
stions and chronic issues. He is sincerely trying to rebuild Arab 
solidarity and intrinsic force, which is the only guarantee for ensuring 
stability, peace and progress for the Arabs. 


Temperature frigid but arms 



warming 


% R. Gregory Notes 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It was frigid 
outdoors, but from the outset, the 
two days of Geneva talks between 
U.S. Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz and Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister Andrei A. Gromyko were 
characterised by snides, jokes and 
cautious good will on both sides. 

The normally dour Gromyko, 
veteran chief Soviet diplomat for 
27 years, and Mr. Shultz, seldom 
given to . relaxed public banter, 
even cooperated in an impromptu 
comedy routine for reporters at 
the end of the first day of talks 
Monday. . 

*Tm going to the left," Mr. 
Gromyko joked as they entered a 
room where the U.S: delegation 
was giving a reception for the Sov- 
iet delegates Monday night This 
prompted Mr. Shultz to quip, “we 
have this convention. When we go 
into a room, he goes to the left, 
and I go to the right" 

Mr. Shultz wanted absolute' 
public silence from the two sides 
during the talks, and Mr. Gro- 
myko cooperated completely. At 
a photo opportunity at the start of 
their final session Tuesday, Mr. 
Gromyko shut off questions from 
reporters, declaring only, “I can 


confirm I am Gromyko" 

It remains for future neg- 
otiations to determine whether 
the goodwill at Geneva will pro- 
duce a workable aims control agr- 
eement. It took years to negotiate 
the SALT I and SALT H accords, 
and there is a consensus of U.S. 
officials and private analysts that a 
comprehensive new accord, if 
there is one, could take just as 
long. 

But William G.. Hyland, a Sov- 
iet expert and editor of Foreign 
Affairs magazine, said it may be 
possible to get a preliminary agr- 
eement that may address “Star 
Wars” technology and other iss- 
ues in one to two years. ■’ 

“I get the impression from 
Geneva that both sides are under a 
certain amount of pressure from 
within to produce,” he -said in an 
interview Friday. “Neither ride 
wants Geneva to break down.” 

Signing of an interim arms acc- 
ord could provide the occasion for 
a summit meeting between Mr. 
Reagan and Soviet leader Kon- 
stantin Chernenko, other officials 
say. 

But even if no agreement is for- 
thcoming in the forseeable future, 
the talks last week in Geneva were 
a significant achievement con- 
sidering the dismal state of U.S.- 


Soviet relations during thfe first 
four years of. the Reagan adm- . 
frustration. 

Helmut Sonnenfeldt, a Soviet- 
expert at the Brookings Ins-; 
titution, is among those who bel- 
ieve that aims control neg- 
otiations are central to improved 
relations generally. It was not 
merely coincidence that a UJS. 
delegation was in Moscow pro- 
moting increased trade ties at the 
same -time Mr, Shultz and ; Mr. 
Gromyko were meeting in. Gen- 
eva. - 

Mr. Sonnenfeldt, like -Mr.. Hyl- - 
and a former official intbe Nixon 
and Foiid administration^ said 
that for the past 20 years “it baa 
been very difficult to do much unl- 
ess arms control negotiations were 
underway." 

“Public anxieties here and in 
Europe are so heavily con- , 
centrated on the arms race and 
nuclear weapons issue, and now 
the space race, that the public 
would be very uneasy if no anqs 
faiir< were going on,” Mr. Son- 
nenfeldt said in an interview Thu- 
rsday. * 

The resultof the Geneva talks is 
widely held to be a gain for the 
Reagan administration, since 
Moscow gave in on its previous 
demand that it wouldn’t return to 


the bar gaining table until Was- 
hington' withdrew its newly ins- 
talled cruise and Pershing II mis- 
siles from Westetb Europe.' 

“Russia came without ..pre- 
conditions, eating enormous 
amounts of crow oh the European 
missiles,” Mr. Hyland said. “It is a 
signal they want to deal." 

Even at the Pentagon, where 
senior officials have' been sus- 
picious of State Department eff- 
orts to resume negotiations, there 
was a grudging admission that. the , 
Shultz-Led delegation bad done 
well! \ 

- .“Obviously it is a diplomatic 
victory - for the ' . United States, - ” 
said one informed Pentagon off- 
icial, who spoke bn condition he 
not be identified. “The Russians 
came back to the table without any 
American concessions." 

The official also predicted that 
Defence Secretary Caspar Wei- 
nberger and Assistant Defence 
Secretary Richard Perie would be 
“playing. ball now” with the rest of 
the Reagan administration in try- 
ing to seek a workable arms con- 
trol agreement 

Nevertheless, the official chided 
Mr. Shultz for agreeing to what 
the official described as wording 
on Star Wars technology that is 
“right out of the Kremlin pro- 


paganda book/ 

He-reforred to the statement in 
the communique that said tire goal 
of the negotiations is partly aimed 
at “preventing an arms race in 
space.” He pointed out. correctly. 

that those predsc words were used 

by Mr. Chernenko and Mr. Gro- 
myko to spell out Soviet goals in 
advance of the Geneva. It was a 
formulation, the administration 
had previously avoided, as Mr. 
Reagan insists that the $26 billion 
Star ‘Wars .Research project, 
which he prefers to call the str- 
ategic defence initiative, is ent- 
irely for defence-. • 

While the wording is not crucial, 
the Pentagon official said, “ft is a 
form the Soviets have exploited. If 
we adopt it as our own, it has the 
connotation we subscribe to their 
point of view/*' ' 

State Department officials 
argue ’the wording was a small 
compromise in exchange for Mr. 
Gromyko dropping his demand 
that the Reagan administration 
renounce- Star Wars research ent- 
irely. 

One member of the American 
delegation, Kenneth Adelman, 
'director of the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency, felt Mr. 
Gromyko was close to terminating 


the talks without agreeing to tfe 
resumption of negotiations, an 
outcome that 

the talks to be viewed as a tadttfe. 

The folkw-up negotiatioreare 
to involve three groups ; neg- 
otiating in three subject areas. 
These are strategic arms, such as 
intercontinental ballistic missifev 
intermediate arms, such as the 
U.S. cruise and Pershing II raft- 
siies and the Soviet SS-ZO missiles, 
and space arms, such as the Star, 
Wars technology, anti-satellite 
weapons and Soviet anti-missile 

missiles. 

Officials say the United States 
hopes ihat agreement mone area, 
such as a reduction of ICBMs. 
would not be held hostage by the 
Soviets to agreement m the other 

areas, such as on Star Wars, but 
they can't be sure the Soviets 
won't insist on an all -or- nothing 
approach. ... 

The Reagan administration is 
likely to drive as hard as possible 
ro avoid Star Wars restraints, since 
it is believed that fear of the Star 
Wars technology is what brought, 
the Soviets to Geneva. 

The chief U.S. aim will be to win 
a sharp reduction in Soviet lan- 
dbased ICBMs. where Moscow 
holds a major advantage. 


Is Israel capable of honouring its bond obligations? 


AS ECONOMIC conditions in 
Israel continue to deteriorate, ser- 
ious questions have arisen about 
the ability of the Israeli gov- 
ernment to honour its bond obl- 
igations to American investors. 

Sales of Israeli bonds in the Uni- 
ted States have fallen significantly, 
according to Yehuda Halevy. pre- 
sident and chief executive officer 
of the Israel Bonds Organisation 
(IBO). In a November interview 
with the “Jerusalem Post**, Mr. 
Halevy reported that individual 
sales through the first 10 months 
of 19*4 have fallen to $170 mil- 
lion — 10 per cent behind last 
year’s depressed levels — while 
institutional sales dropped by a 
hefty one-third to jsut $100 mil- 
lion. 

Even though the IBO had tried 
to reassure investors about Israel* s 


promises to pay back the bonds, 
the IBO “has been inundated with 
cancellations of commitments to 
buy bonds made previously by its 
regular institutional’ investors.” 
noted the Jerusalem Post. "In 
many cases these buyers scaled 
down their purchases from $5 mil- 
lion to $3 million, or from $3 mil- 
lion to $2 million or $1 million. In 
some cases, however. Lhe can- 
cellations were outright/' 

The principal impetus behind 
the drop off in sales is the rash of 
press accounts detailing Israel's 
huge $24 billion foreign debt — 
the highest per capita rate in the 
world — and the decline in foreign 
exchange reserves to less than $2 
billion, which is sufficient to cover 
just six weeks of imports. 

_ According to the IBO. Israel is 


slated to make $137 million in 
principal payments alone next 
year on Israeli bonds, but that 
total is scheduled to mushroom to 
$1.8 billion by 1989. when bonds 
sold to finance the 1973 war come 
due. Israel’s growing budget def- 
icit. declining GNP. and 1 .200 per 
cent annual inflation rate have led 
some Israeli officials to propose a 
moratorium on the interest pay- 
ment on the bonds. It is hardly 
surprising that investors are tur- 
ning away from the bonds under 
these conditions. 

Concern about Israeli bonds, 
however, is not unprecedented. 
Well before Israel economic 
problems became widely pub- 
licised. many observers were que- 
stioning the advisability of pur- 
chasing the bonds, which, for (he 
most pan. yield between 4 and 5.5 


per cent annually — far below 
market cates. Investment cou- 
nselors make no bones about tel- 
ling their clients that the bonds 
have more of a political or emo- 
tional appeal than a financial rew- 
ard. 

In a veiled warning to potential 
investors. IBO prospectuses una- 
bashedly read. “This offering may 
have a special appeal to persons 
with an interest in Israel, rather 
than the general public/' Neither 
of the two largest bond-rating ser- 
vices in the country carry ratings 
for the bonds. 

Despite being poor inv- 
estments. many unions in the Uni- 
ted States have purchased the 
bonds anyhow, much to the dis- 
satisfaction of their members. 


Worried that the purchase of the 
bonds may pur their pension fund 
at risk, members of the Hotel. 
Restaurant. Institutional Emp- 
loyees and Bartenders local in 
Boston, for example, recently for- 
ced their leaders to stop buying 
the bonds. Similarly in 1974. 
members of the United Aut- 
oworkers in Detroit staged a wil- 
dcat strike to protest their union's 
purchase of the bonds and were 
successful in forcing a complete 
divestiture. 

The key question for portfolio 
managers of union pension funds 
is whether the purchase of Israeli 
bonds violates the 1974 Emp- 
loyment Retirement and Security 
Act's “prudent man” provision. 
This requires private pension fund 
managere to invest their funds for 


the sole interest ot beneficiaries 
and with the care and diligence ot 
a "prudent man-’ Several obs- 
ervers ha'C charged that the pur- 
chase of the bonds is a blatant vio- 
lation oUhis pro' ««««• 

Another concent raised has 
been thai bond purchasers arc 
unwittingly assisting Israel's con- 
struction of settlements in the 
West Bank. The lion's share of (he 
proceeds are earmarked for “hou- 
sing and community facilities." 
and nothing presents the gov- 
ernment from transferring them 
directly to the settlements budget. 
In any case, the funds release the 
government from budgetary con- 
straints for other programmes, 
enabling it to spend more on set- 
tlement* — Focus. Washington 
D.C. ' 
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Zia closes door on compromise 


By Toni Heneghan 

Reuter 

ISLAMABAD — Martial law 
President Mohammad Zia«Ul-Haq 
appears to have dammed the door 
I on a possible compromise with 
Pakistan’s opposition by setting 
tight restrictions on general ele- 
ctions next month. 

General Zia, who had earlier 
been wooing moderate politicians, 

| virtually disqualified all opp- 
osition figures of any standing 
from political life in his speech 
Saturday night announcing Feb. 
25 as the poll date. 

Two Karachi leaders central to 
any compromise with the military 
government reacted with surprise, 
saying they had expected Gen. Zia 
w keep t he ban on political parties 
but not to add so many other res- 
trictions. 

•Zia wants to gather a national 
assembly of yes-men and hen- 
chmen — the whole game is to 
perpetuate the present regime,” 
said Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi, acting 
head of the large Pakistan Peo- 
ple’s Party (PPP) and front- 
runner for prime minister if a 
compromise were achieved. 

Khwaja Khairuddin, 

' secretary-general of the ll-pany 
Movement for the Restoration of 
Democracy (MRD) which plans 
to boycott the elections, said he 
was shocked at how far-reaching 
(he disqualifications were. 

Abdul Wali Khan, leader of the 
National Democratic Party, said 


in Peshawar, capital of North- 
West frontier province, that Gen. 
Zia was pushing Pakistan towards 
a bloody revolution by denying a 
restoration of democracy under 
the 1973 constitution. 

Mr. Wali Khan told a news con- 
ference that politicians wanted a 
change through democratic means 
“but the country’s youth would 
look for an extremist leadership if 
they were disappointed with pol- 
iticians". 

Gen. Zia. who has already ens- 
ured himself of five more years in 
power through a controversial 
referendum on his “Islamic" ref- 
orms last month, opened his tel- 
evised address by saying the five- 
and-a-half year ban on political 
parties would not be lifted for the 
polls. 

Federal and local officials of 
almost all opposition parties were 
banned from future political act- 
ivity, some for seven years and 
more prominent ones for 1 2 yean. 

Geo. Zia also decreed that any- 
one who held high office during 
the rule of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
the former prime minister he ove- 
rthrew in 1977, was also barred 
from the elections. 

The president exempted all 
those politicians who had already 
joined the government and those 
parties which' had registered in 
1979 in preparation for polls 
which, like those Gen. Zia pro- 
mised within 90 days after the 
1977 coup, were later called off. 

The moderate Tehrik-I-Istiqial 


Party is the only MRD member 
which registered in 1979, but its 
President Asghar Khan imm- 
ediately said it would not take 
advantage of “this crude con- 
cession”. 

Gen. Zia said he could exempt 
individuals from the bans on his 
own initiative or after they had 
applied for permission. to run. 

“He wants them to come cap- 
in-hand to ask for his blessing,” 
one Western diplomat said.' “I 
don't think many politicians are 
going to do that.” 

Gen. Zia did not say when he 
would lift martial law, but ind- 
icated to newspaper editors aft- 
erwards that he would probably 
keep it for several months after 
the new civilian national assembly 
holds its first meeting on March 
23. 

The president also failed to rev- 
eal exactly how he plans to amend 
the constitution to enhance the 
power of his office. 

Gen. Zia said in August 1983 he 
wanted to shift power from the 
Western- style parliament for- 
eseen under the 1973 constitution 
to the president, a move the MRD 
has strongly opposed. 

Moderates meeting Gen. Zia’s 
envoys in Karachi were hoping he 
would announce changes in adv- 
ance so undecided politicians 
would know whether they were 
running for aStrong or weak nat- 
ional assembly if they took the risk 
of taking part in his elections. 


• Opposition leaders contacted 
by Reuters in Karachi and Lahore, 
capital of the large Punjab 'pro- 
vince, said they felt Gen. Zia's 
speech would result in greater 
unity in their plan to boycott the 
elections. 

The two groups appeared to be 
drifting apart in recent weeks as 
Karachi leaders like Mr. Jatoi and 
Mr. Khairuddin were reported to 
be seeking A compromise, while 
Lahore leaders were staging wee- 
kly anti- Zia protests. 

Although the 'Karachi leaders 
officially denied any meetings 
with Gen. Zia- or his- envoys had 
taken place, they kept their com- 
ments about the government 
low-key until the speech last night. 

•The normally more cautious 
Lahore leaders launched a protest 
drive after the Dec. 19 ref- 
erendum, which they said emb- 
arrassed and weakend Gen. Zia 
’because the turnout was as low as 
fiVe per cent in some areas rather 
than the record 62 per cent the 
government announced. 

Police, stayed in the background 
when about 3,000 activists mar- 
ched down Lahore's main street 
on Jan. 4, but then .rounded up 
oyer 50 dissidents last week and 
put up roadblocks to prevent an 
even bigger demonstration Sat- 
urday. 

Current MRD President Malik 
Qasim said in Lahore the alliance 
would meet in the next few days to 
work out its strategy for the period 
between nov^ aqd the polls. 


Brazil’s next president 


soaring inflation 


By Richard Waddlngton 

Reuter 

SAO PAULO — Brazil's first civ- 
ilian president in 20 years, to be 
elected on Tuesday, will inherit a 
mass of economic problems, inc- 
luding huge foreign debts and soa- 
ring inflation. 

The military-led government, 
which took power in March 1964 
in a bloodless-coup, will bequeath 
.external debts of around $ 1 00 bil- 
lion, the highest in the developing 
world, and an annual inflation rate 
of over 200 per oent. 

• Although' the economy grew 
last year, ending three years of 
recession, unemployment is’ stiU 
high in the main industrial centres 
and living standards have barely 
begun to recover from years of 
belt-tightening as the government 
struggled to deal with the debt 
problem. 

How to contain inflation, meet 
demands for more jobs and better 
wages and at the same time satisfy 
the requirements of the country’s 
commercial bank creditors is the 
, hard task facing the successor to 
President Joao Figuereido, eco- 
nomists say. - 

Brazilian media predict a lan- 
dslide victory for opposition can- 
didate Tancredo Neves over gov- 
ernment candidate Paulo Maluf in 
the Jan. 15 Electoral College vote. 

The new president will take office 

m March. 

Mr. Neves, who is backed by an 
alliance of opposition parties and 
dissidents from the ruling Social 
Democratic Party, is widely reg- 
arded as an astute and con- 
servative politician. 

He told a recent election rally 
that Brazil had had enough of rec- 
ession. unemployment and falling 
living standards, but he has pru- 
dently shied away from making 
specific promises. 

During the 1970s. the years pf 
the so-called Brazilian miracle, 
people here became accustomed 
to annual growth rates of around 
. per cent, with an accompanying 
nse m employment. 

But hopes for continued eco- 
nomic expansion were dashed by 
two successive oil crises and a sha- 
W nsmg interest burden on Bra- 
ziTs burgeoning foreign debt. 

***** of recession 
from 1981 to 1983, 450,000 ind- 
ustrial workers in Sao Paulo, the 
country’s main manufacturing 
centre, lost their jobs, although a 
Sao Paulo state employers’ ass- 
ociation reported that 100,000 
jobs were recouped last year as 
industry staged a recovery. 


Unions calculate une- 
mployment in the state at around 
15 per cent, twice the official est- 
imate. 

Independent economists est- 
imate that Brazil's per capita inc- 
ome fell 1 1 per cent during the 
recession and that it will take five 
years of good economic growth for 
living standards and employment 
to return to the level of 1 980. 

Ironically, some of the major 
problems facing the next gov- 
ernment are the same as those that 
prompted the military to, int- 
ervene two decades ago. offering 
to restore economic order and 
bring about social justice. 

In ousting the democratically- 
elected government of President 
Joao Goulart. the armed forces 
accused it of incompetence in all- 
owing the annual inflation rate to 
rise to 87 per cent and the foreign 
debt to reach $3 billion. 

Inflation has more than dou- 
bled. debts have soared and fig- 
ures show that the inequality of 
wealth in Brazil got worse rather 
than better. 

A study by economist Rodolfo 
Hoffman showed the share of the 
country’s income earned by 80 per 
cent of the workforce fell from 38 
per cent in 1970 to 36 peT cent a 
decade later. 

The surge in exports was the 
driving force behind the revival of 
economy last year and helped ease 
BraziT s immediately debt worries 
by enabling it to build up foreign 
currency reserves. 

With some $7 billion of cash, 
Brazil has felt confident enough 
not to seek any fresh loans from 
the banks this year m return for a 
multi-year rescheduling deal 
which would spread its loan rep- 
ayments far into the future. 

Nevertheless, government off- 
icials estimate Brazil will still face 
an interest bill of around $12 bil- 
lion this year. This heavy transfer - 
of resources will limit the cou- 
ntry’s ability to grow, economists 
say. 

At the same time, Brazil is ent- 
ering the final year of a three-year 
Jaancmg programme with the 
international Monetary Fund. 

Bank economists 
ktest letter of intent 
wnh the fund, which calls for a 
stnngent monetary measures to 
reduce inflation, would mean slo- 
^ economic growth next year. 

Minsters admit defeat on inf- 
lation, but say they will be handing 
over a sounder, more balanced . 
economy. The social cost how- 
ever. has been high. 
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Africa suffers the yoke of global recession 


AFRICA TdD AY is in the throes 
of an unprecedented crisis fuelled 
by the global recc sskm- All major 
economic sectors feel the pinch, 1 
resulting in sharp falls in output in 
industry, mining and agriculture. 

Overall annual GDP growth in 
Africa dropped from an average 
-of 4.6 per cent hi 1980 to minus 
0.1 per cen{ in 1983, the Int- 
ernational Labour Organisation 
(ILO)Y Jobs and Skills Pro- 
gramme for Africa (JASPA) rep- 
orts. 

The collapse of commodity pri-' 
ecs on world markets has bad sev- 
ere repercussions in countries still 
highly dependent on primary pro- 
ducts for foreign exchange ear- 
nings. 

Reduced exports accompanied 
by increased import costs in the 
wake of two successive petroleum 
price hikes have ruined the bal- 
ance of payments situation pra- 
ctically everywhere. The external 
debt of non-oil exporting cou- 
ntries rose to a record of $75 bil- 
lion in 1983 and debt-servicing 
payments have rocketed to more 
than 20 per cent of the export ear- 
nings of Africa as a whole. 

Inherent weaknesses 

The effects of recession in the 
industrialised world have clearly 


revealed the weaknesses inherent 
in the African economy, JASPA 
says. 

Despite falling prices and sla- 
ckening demand, there has been 
no significant change in the tra- 
ditional structure of exports dom- 
' mated by 10 mam primary pro- 
ducts which constitute 75 percent 
of export earnings- in Africa; 
cocoa, tea, coffee, tobacco, cot- 
ton, copper, iron, bauxite, pet- 
roleum and gas. 

Farmers tend to produce more 
for domestic consumption which is 
rising than for exports that are 
declining. Moreover, local prices 
in some cases have outstripped 
those offered on the world mar- 
ket. jHence, a gradual return to 
subsistence' type of agricultural 
production, JASPA says. 

The terms of trade of Africa as a 
whole plummeted from 102.6 in 
1970 to 92.4 in 1983. However, 
the situation was even worse for 
the low income countries where 
the corresponding fall was from 
108.8 down to 81.3. 

The middle income countries 
have become extremely vul- 
nerable to the recession because 
of their heavy dependence on 
large inflows of external capital as 
a means of stabilising their eco- 
nomies. This worked fine in the 
seventies when prices for raw 


materials were such that African 
countries were in quite a fav- 
ourable position to repay ' their 
debts. But it's a different story 
today. Many foreign banks have 
closed their doors to Africh. 


African states have adopted a 
mix of remedial measures aimed 
mainly at debt financing, balance 
of payments problems and red- 
uction in government expenditure 
and subsidies. 

While it still remains to be seen 
how these classical antidotes will 
work out in the longer term, the 
more immediate question is how 
some of the belt-tightening steps 
taken may affect income dis- 
tribution and the satisfaction of 
basic needs, to which gainful-emp- 
loyment is the key. 

JASPA findings show that res- 
trictions in the imports of capital 
' goods dictated by balance of pay- 
ments deficits have led to an ala- 
rming decline in modern sector 
jobs in all countries surveyed. 

In Togo, employment in the 
modern sector decreased by more 
than two per cent between 1 979 
and 1983 compared to 1.4 per 
cent per year for private and par- 
astatai organisations and only 
0.25 per cent for public sector 
employment. 


. In Ivory Coast, modern sector 
jobs declined by 12 per cent ann- 
ually between 1979 and 1981. 

Reduced government exp- 
enditure has hit the construction 
industry the hardest. In Zim- 
babwe, there was a fall of 18.3 per 
cent in employment between 1 975 
and 1982. In Zambia, job losses in 
this sector were even greater with 
a fall of 553 per cent between 
1979 and 1983. 

Income and basic needs 

The recession has also wor- 
sened the income distribution sit- 
uation between various income 
groups and the satisfaction of 
basic needs of the poor. 

In Ivory Coast, for example, the 
minimum wage declined in real 
terms by 1 8.5 per cent thus lea- 
ding to more than a 10 per cent 
increase in the gap between low 
and average incomes. The forced 
reduction in nominal wages and 
salaries in Liberia affected low 
earners whose income decreased 
by nearly 17 per cent in January 
1983. 

The situation of minimum wage 
earners has thus become quite 
precarious. The JASPA study 
found similar trends in Congo. 
Sierra Leone, Tanzania. Zambia- 
and in Zimbabwe where the sit- 


uation was made worse both by 
the wage freeze and the abolition 
of -subsidies on certain basic food 
items. 

The recession has made it imp- 
ossible for governments to raise 
producer prices in spite of the high 
cost of production sustained by 
the farmers. Producers of cocoa 
and coffee suffered a 1 5 per cent 
decline in income in Ivory Coast 
during 1981-82. In Sierra Leone 
producer prices of cocoa, coffee 
and palm kernel dropped by 42 
-per cent, 46.5 per cent and 33 per 
cent respectively in real terms 
between 1979 and 1982. 

Due to pressure of external fac- 
tors generated by the recession, 
government expenditures during 
1979 to 1983 declined by 19 per 
cent in Zambia, 12 per cent in Sie- 
rra Leone. 25.8 per cent in Lib- 
eria. 16.7 per cent in Ivory Coast 
and 12 per cent in Zimbabwe. 
These reductions which were part 
of the stabilisation programmes 
adopted by these countries have 
affected the provision of health 
care, education, housing and other 
social amenities. 

A matter of solidarity 

“In this crisis that pervades the 
African world, it is essential to be 
on guard against certain dangers," 


warns an ILO assistant director- 
general. Elimane Kane, who is 
responsible for the organisation's 
activities in Africa. 

"One risk is that of being hyp- 
notised by only certain aspects of 
the crisis, in particular the pro- 
blem of balance of payments and 
other monetary difficulties which 

would not sufficiently consider the 
repercussions in the other areas of 
economic and social dev- 
elopment.” he explains. 

“Another risky course is que- 
stioning the social programmes 
which some regard as costly and 
sometimes presented as the major 
cause of the difficulties." 

To strike the right balance bet- 
ween austerity and the social obj- 
ectives of development is not only 
a question of economic acumen 
and political will, but also a matter 
of international solidarity. 

There is. at present, a 30 per 
cent gap between what African 
countries have planned to spend 
on development and what they are 
actually able to undertake due to 
dwindling aid. This gap is wid- 
ening because of cuts by a number 
of significant donor countries in 
their aid budgets, especially in 
funds channelled through mul- 
tilateral agencies. A reversal of 
this situation is crucial to Africa's 
recovery — ILO feature. 
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Overburdened with other nations' yoke at an early age. Africa is i 
too weary to walk the distance alone 


Plantation workers are today’s slaves 


Asian plantation workers are the slaves of today, according to a British 
humam rights group. They are underpaid, overworked, poorly hou- 
sed, poisoned by modem chemicals and trapped for generation after 
generation. 


By Alan Whittaker 

LONDON — The slaves of the 
late 20th century are the pla- 
ntation workers — those who pro- 
vide the wealthy with 'their coffee, 
tea and sugar, while they and their 
children often live hungry and die 
early. 

This is the conclusion of one of 
the world's oldest human rights 
organisations, the British Anti- 
Slavery Society, which considers 
the plight of plantation workers 
around , the world as present-day 
slavery. In testimony before the 
U.N. Working Group on Slavery, 
it said: "The workforce on many 
plantations lives and works in 
conditions which approach in mis- 
ery anything recorded for the 1 8th 
and " .-Y - V 

These workers, no matter what’ 
crop they are producing, share the 
same brutalised lifestyle. Today, 
their chains are no longer iron, but 
are just as effective. They earn so 
little and pay so much for food that 
they cannot afford to move away. 
Free housing is another ent- 
icement, but it usually lacks run- 
ning water, lavatories or adequate 
cooking facilities. 

They also suffer from the che- 
micals they use. Malaysian rubber 


and palm oil workers still spray 
“Agent Orange”, the defoliant 
used by U.S. troops during the 
Vietnam war. 

- Aerial spraying of bananas in 
the Philippines by one of the 
world's largest plantation mul- 
tinationals, the U.S. corporation 
Castle & Cooke, causes inf- 
lammation of the skin. The use of 
Diaxinon and BenJate insecticides 
by workers not provided with 
elementary masks is reducing 
their ability to absorb oxygen thr- 
ough the blood. For such workers, 
tuberculosis can be fatal. 

Child workers in the tea gardens 
of the Indian state of Assam also 
use agrochemicals routinely. 
Many of these herbicides and ins- 
ecticides are either banned or sev- 
u^rifito£3he‘l£ft££ 1 
tetf States 'and 4 the'BwbjteSh 
Community. Yet Indian you- 
ngsters, barefooted, dressed in 
shorts and rarely in shirts^ spray, 
them almost daily. 

As plantations provide no pen- 
sions or social security, workers 
must continue to work to survive; 
escape is unthinkable. In the Phi- 
lippines, escape is also physically 
impossible. In the palm oil pla- 
ntations on the island of Min- 
danao, armed guards patrol the 


perimeters. These guards are 
drawn from the notorious Lost 
Command, made up of soldiers 
too brutal and undisciplined to be 
kept on in the regular army. 

On all plantations, the children 
do adults^ work over adults' hours 
but without an adult’s pay, meagre 
though that is. They are robbed of 
their childhood: their right to play, 
to learn, to develop their full int- 
ellectual and physical capacities. 

In Malaysia, more than 10,000 
children aged between 10 and 14 
work in the rubber plantations — 
illegally, since children are for- 
bidden under the law to work bef- 
ore their 14th birthday. In the 
palm ofl plantations, 60 percent of 
all child workers are six to 1 0 year 
olds. 

In Sri Lanka, the tea estates are 
mostly state -owned, Raj an, a 
13-year-old boy, works on one of 
these. His life is easier than that of 
the -women and girls, as he does 
“ndt^have to rise early to prepare 
breakfast or stay tip late to wash.- 
dishes and clothes. His working 
day is from 7 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. He 
is too young to be working legally, 
but then so are the other 364,000 
children under 14 on tea pla- 
ntations. 

In Brazil's eastern state of Per- 
nambuco, children as young as 
seven cut sugar cane alongside 
their fathers, swinging from 5 a.m. 
until dusk a machete designed for 
a grown man’ s hands and muscles. 


Such children, which form 
about one-sixth of the workforce, 
are just some of Brazil's army of 
child agricultural workers. A 1976 
national study found that 74 per 
cent of the nation’s 2.5 million 
working children aged between 10 
and 14 were in agriculture. 

In Mexico some 20,000 chi- 
ldren between the ages of eight 
and 14 help produce the sugar 
crop. Last year thousands of these 
children, who work eight to 10- 
hour days, marched on Mexico 
City in protest at their wages and 
working conditions. 

Plantation housing is notorious 
worldwide. Home on Sri Lankan 
tea estates is. typically, a wooden 
room three by 3.6 metres with a 
small verandah. As many as nine 
people commonly share this 
toilet- less, water-less room which, 
according to law, should bouse a 
maximum of four. 

Children's wages are always less 
than those paid to adults, and they 
axe moy % vulnerable^ Weighers 
■Sneamiem and, in Assam, sup- 
ervisors demand a cut from then- 
daily pittances. 

All over the world child pla- 
ntation workers suffer mal- 
nutrition in varying degrees. In 
1978, the London-based World 
Development Movement rep- 
orted that the director in charge of 
Indian operations for the British 
tea company Brooke Bond adm- 
itted that one in five children on 


his Doom Dooma estate suffered 
from malnutrition. In 1983 the 
group had pre-tax profits of over 
$60 million; tea accounted for 60 
per cent of turnover. 

Infant mortality is now 62 per 
thousand on Indian lea pla- 
ntations. On Sri Lankan pla- 
ntations it is about 114 per tho- 
usand — twice that for the island 
as a whole. In Britain it is about 12 
per 1,000. 

Eleven-year-old Lachmi — 
named for the Hindu goddess of 
wealth and fortune — has been 
working for a year in the Dib- 
rugarh tea gardens, which produce 
almost half of the tea crop in 
India's Assam state. 

Her day starts at 4 a.m. when 
she helps her mother prepare bre- 
akfast for themselves, her father 
and her brother. The whole family 
labours, and by 6 a.m. during the 
four annual tea-plucking seasons 
they are at work. 

Children are particularly val- 
uable at harvest time because their 
softer, more dexterous hands do 
not bruise the leaves. Undamaged 
crops are essential for the high 
quality tea sold to India’s two big- 
gest customers, Britain and the 
Soviet Union. 

Lachmi, like the other 40,000 
pre-adolescents in Assam’s tea 
gardens, earns the equivalent of 
40 or 50 cents for picking 20 to 25 
kilogrammes of leaves in a day. 
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“We have a little of your wages for you each week, so that you can afford the fare to go and look for a 
better job..., in about fifty years.** 

During the plucking seasons. Lac- hout milk for both breakfast and found that half of the child w 
funi may work nine or 10 hours a lunch, and rice with a few veg- kers drank alcohol, and that 
lay, six days a week. etables or lentils for supper. per cent of their parents were r 

After work, she starts her other Neither LachmFs father nor ular drinkers. Strangely for Hit 
iob. She collects water from the brother helps in the home — a society, this figure included 


During the plucking seasons. Lac- hout milk for both breakfast and 
hmi may work nine or 10 hours a lunch, and rice with a few veg- 
day, six days a week. etables or lentils for supper. 

After work, she starts her other Neither Lachmfs father nor 
job. She collects water from the brother helps in the home — a 
communal tap and, while her bamboo shack lacking all fac- 
mother cooks the evening meal,' ilitics. Her father spends his time. 


she washes the family's clothes. 
She then does the dishes. 

Her food is monotonously pre- 
dictable: chapatis (pancake sha- 
ped unleaven bread) and tea wit- 


and some of his money, in a local 
shop where he drinks rice liquor. 
Lachmi has not yet started dri- 
nking. but many of her friends 
have. An early 1970s survey 


found that half of the child wor- 
kers drank alcohol, and that o«) 
per cent of their parents were reg- 
ular drinkers. Strangely for Hindu 
society, this figure included the 
women. 

Lachmi has no time to play, to 
study, or to wonder if there is a life 
for her off the plantation. She does 
get occasional days off — when 
she is too ill to work — Earthscan 
feature. 


The ‘poor man’s cow’ can enhance production ‘Third World’ women will bear 


By ZnlfM. Khalfan 

OFTEN called “the poor man’s 
cow,” sheep and goats are gen- 
erally neglected in the food pro- 
duction systems of many dev- 
eloping countries. Their economic 
importance to agricultural dev- 
elopment is often overlooked by 
researchers, scientists and gov- 
ernments. Usually, they are bru- 
shed aside as environmental deg- 
raders — a situation that, more 
often that not, is due to lack of 
proper human management. As 
well products from these animals 
tend, to be consumed by the pro- 
ducing family, and therefore never 
reach the marketplace. 

But these small ruminants pro- 
duce vital food and generate inc- 
ome for some of the world’s poo- 
rest people- And. if properly pro- 
duced, they could prove very ben- 
eficial to developing countries, as 
they have several practical adv- 
antages over larger ruminants 
such as cattle. Like other rum- 
inants, sheep and goats can con- 
vert low-quality fibrous feeds to 
high quality products. However, 
they have a higher biological eff- 
iciency than cattle in converting 
that fodder into meat or milk, and 
they derive most of their diet from 
products unusable by humans. 

Though they are generally 
owned by poor farmers (96 per 
cent of the world's goats and 56 
per cent of its sheep are located in 
developing countries), sheep and 
goats are the world’s mam dom- 
esticated small r umin ants in terms 
of total numbers, food production 
and fibre yield: 

Sheep and goats have a number 
of characteristics that offer con- 
siderable potential for increasing 
production of meat and milk, as 
well as the incomes ofatrtrd sma- 
llholders in developing countries. 

Their small size generally 
makes sheep add goats easier to 
handle, especially by women and 
children. Shelters and pens are 
Staple to construct and less costly 
~ to- build than those needed For 
other livestock. 

The smaller size of the rum- 
inants is associated with lesser yie- 
4ds.of meat per head slaughtered 









brunt of U.S. aid cut 

At a meeting in London at the end of November, the world’s largest 
non-governmental family planning organisation told its donors of ihe i 
financial crisis it faces due to the threat of withdrawal of funding at the 
end of 198-t by the U.S. government. 




and milk per lactating female. Yet 
these small quantities are often 
enough to meet the daily needs of 
subsistence families with limited 
ability to preserve surplus food 
products. 

As well the lower cost of nut- 
rient requirements per head could 
mean that sheep and goats may fit 
the limited resources of small 
farms or marginal 'grazing lands 
that cannot sustain larger rum- 
inants througout the production 
cycle. Moreover, lower capital 
costs per head give rise to pot- 
entially more rapid cash flow, 
making sheep and goats less risky 
investments and more affordable 
by small farmers. Consequently, 
the economic impact of losses is 
less for sheep and goats than for 
cattle. 

Sheep and goats are also ada- 
ptable to various environments. 
Their different grazing habits 
often complement each other and 
cattle. Sheep and goats are more 
selective feeders than cattle, ten- 


ding to select the better portion of 
plants. Because goats are bro- 
wsers — whereas sheep and cattle 
are grazers — they can feed upon a 
larger range of plant species.- This 
is especially advantageous under 
dry range conditions in which the 
surviving vegetation tends to be 
deep-rooted shrubs and bushes. 

Sheep and especially goats are 
more agile, allowing them to feed 
over much rougher terrain than 
Cattle. They can also travel further 
without, water. As a result, their 
feedjng range is widened, as com- 
pared to other ruminants. 

It is a popular misconception' 
that sheep and goats alone are to 
blame for land degradation. On 
the contrary, when properly man- 
aged, these small ruminants are 
capable of stabilising or reg- 
enerating land subject to erosion. 
Goats have been used to reh- 
abilitate rangeland affected, by 
noxious shrubs, while goats res- 
istant to trypanosomiasis (sle- 
eping sickness) have been used to 


clear the low brush habitat fav- 
oured by the tsetse fly that spreads 
the disease in Africa. 

Sheep and goats are also more 
profitable under drought con- 
ditions, as they show a higher sur- 
vival rate than cattle. Moreover, 
because of higher reproduction 
rates, their numbers can be res- 
tored rapidly after a drought. 

In some breeds, the short rep- 
roductive cycle and multiple births 
are also advantageous. Females 
may conceive in one period of 
good feed and lactate in the next. 
Their 8-to-9-months birth int- 
ervals often fit the seasonal rai- 
nfall patterns in many regions bet- 
ter than the 14-to-l 6-month int- 
ervals of cattle and buffalo. Pro- 
lific breeds can produce twins, tri- 
plets, or quadruplets. 

However, sheep and goats are 
not without characteristic dis- 
advantages. Their proliferation is 
hindered by their susceptibility to • 
predators because of their small 
size. They are easy targets for’ 
theft, have low individual com- 
mercial value relative to input and 
labour costs, and are potential 
environmental degraders when 
left to graze uncontrolled. And 
although they are less susceptible 
to hoof and mouth disease and 
trypanosomiasis than cattle, they 
are also more susceptible to cer- 
tain respiratory diseases and int- 
ernal parasites, especially when 
kept in large flocks and herds. 

Small ruminant production and 
productivity can be improved by 


modifying feeding, management 
and health practices. 1DRC is cur- 
rently involved in a goat pro- 
duction project in Peru, as well as 
one involving goats and sheep in 
Zimbabwe. The general aim of 
these projects is to develop imp- 
roved techniques for sheep and 
goat rearing that are suitable to 
the ecological and socio-economic 
conditions in both areas. This inc- 
ludes nutritional breeding and 
health components, as well as 
management and marketing str- 
ategies. 

Most small ruminant producers 
identify the lack of available cul- 
tivated forages, water, and feed 
supplements as the main obstacles 
to better production. Efforts are 
also needed to improve animal 
breeds. 

The result of the projects, and 
the improving of production, will 
no only help the small farmers 
who derive income from the pro- 
duction of sheep and goats, but the 
urban population whose tra- 
ditional diet consists of goat milk 
and cheese. Those using leather 
and wool will also benefit. 

The future for sheep and goats 
could be bright. A reevaluation 
and systems approach will enable 
sheep and goats to gain their due 
recognition as important con- 
tributors to small-scale farms in 
poor regions, where they can then 
act as a lever to improve the eco- 
nomic state of those relatively 
poor who depend on them as a 
way of life . 


By Frances Dennis 

THE International Planned Par- 
enthood Federation (1PPF) has 
told its international donors that it 
faces a shortfall of more than SI 7 
million in the funds needed in 
1985 to support iu. worldwide 
family planning programmes. 

In an emergency response to the 
anticipated withdrawal of U.S. 
funds, the Federation has inf- 
ormed family planning ass- 
ociations in developing countries 
that it will be unable to meet in full 
their requests for help. 

The Federation had expected 
an income of 555 million, mainly 
from governments, and would 
have disbursed most of this (more 
than $40,000) in grants to 98 fam- 
ily planning associations in dev- 
eloping countries, applying the 
rest to support the volunteer str- 
ucture of the organisation and 
provide technical assistance and 
managemenl services. 

Last August the United States 


announced that it would no longer 
fund "separate non-governmental 
organisations <NGOsl which per- 
form or actively promote abortion 
in other countries." Although 
abortion-related activities con- 
stitute less than one per cent ol 
IPPFs expenditure it has been 
widely surmised that the fed- 
eration is the target of the new 
American policy. 

Meanwhile IPPF is continuing 
negotiations with the United Sla- 
tes Agency for International Dev- 
elopment tAlD) to see how the 
present impasse can be overcome. 
The Federation’s Central Council 
has ruled, however, that there 
should be no change in I PPKs pol- 
icy to respect the autonomy ol its 
members in deciding how to con- 
duct their own family planning 
.programmes, including the option 
to provide abortion counselling 
referrals or. in some ca^ r- 
services. 

The Ur.n-J -:utes. the largest 
and r:»t ot the longest-standing 


Bahraini women may lose 


By Diaa Mater 

Reuter 

BAHRAIN — Each afternoon 
they gather at someone’s house — 
groups of Bahraini women in their 
black abayas (cloaks), getting tog- 
ether for a hubble-bubble smoke. 

Soon comes the laughter, sin- 
ging and dancing. The abayas are 
shed and the hubble-bubble — a 
rudimentary form of hookah pipe 
— - comes round with the coffee 
and fruit. 

“This is our ‘ siesta' . We can’t do 
without it,” says Malta, a 40 
year-old mother of 11, settling 
herself on the cushioned floor as 
the pipe goes round. 

Local belief has it that smoking 
the hubble-bubble extends your 
life. Devotees say it helps you 


relax and clears the mind. 

But doctors argue the habit is as 
dangerous to health as any other 
form of smoking. They say It red- 
uces the sense of smell and causes 
inflammation of the lungs. 

And they want an all-out cam- 
paign to stop the use of hubble- 
bubbles. especially by worn 'n. on 
this Gulf if land $:&■: 

No-one knows exactly how 
many women here smoke the ori- 
ental water-tobacco pipe, but hea- 
lth and social workers say the pra- 
ctice is more popular with women 
in Bahrain than among their cou- 
nterparts in other Arab Gulf cou- 
n tries. 

The hubble-bubble spread thr- 
oughout the Arab World during 
Ottoman rule between 1493 and 


supporters ot IPPI-. has been pro- 
viding about SI i million annually 
o'er the past lew years and an add- 
itional S4 million worth ot con- 
traceptive supplies.. Ollier major 
donors include tile "Nordic cou- 
ntries. Japan. Canada. West Ger- 
many. Australia. New Zealand, 
the Netherlands, and the United 
Kingdom, which g.ixe t3 million 
to the ledc ration m 19S4 and is 
expected to increase its con- 
tribution in 1985. Donor gov- 
ernments and private agencies 
were officially told of the situation 
at the annual donors’ meeting, 
held in London on Nov. 2 U and 3tJ. 

In the financial crisis caused by 
the possible loss ot us U.S. lunds. 
IPPF will need to cm its LonJon- 
hased stall and field staff Iroin 
some 220 to about I ro. close sev- 
eral field otlices in developing 
countries and reduce country 
grants by S7 million. 

Every effort ■■ .-.i.ide to 

mitiu;o.” ;!••• 1 ...<ige to lainily pla- 
ii“" . ;«.i» ices l«*r ihu'.c m greatest 
need in the poorot Je - -el**p *C 
countries, particularly ii Afrla. 

— People t w a t::rc. 

'k orihe 

a 

1914. Women root to ?. iwr.-- ir\T. 
Century vvttcr; it w=-> t \ un- 
graceful it they smukoi ott^rc tu s 

Belie veu i.: I w .. m 
Persia, new lr«.ri. p:, - • 
long fl'.toMc r .Vicr • .< 

‘.r.ielc ■■■ . • * 

}V;Ce ’ c:* . ■ ..igsmo- 

ng coal topped with raw- 
tobacco leaves. 

The device a woman uses is sma- 
ller. more graceful, than a man’s. 
The vase is usually earthen clay 
rather than glass. 

Malk says heavy smokers may 
spend a fortune on tobacco leaves, 
usually imported from Oman or 
the Asian subcontinent. 

Girls get the hubble-bubble 
habit as early as 12 years old. she 
adds. 
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McEnroe retains Masters crown 


NEW YORK (R) — John McEnroe gave one of the 
finest performances of his brilliant career to beat 
Ivan Lendl 7-5, 6-0, 6-4 and retain the Grand Prix 
Masters tennis title at Madison Square Garden Sun- 
day. 


In beating Lendl for the seventh 
time in their last eight meetings, 
the top-seeded McEnroe nevefr 
lost his service while breaking the 
third-seeded Czechoslovak's 
booming service five times in a 
row. 

Those five breaks occurred as 
McEnroe reeled off 11 straight 
games from 4-5 in the opening set 
.to 2-0 in the third. 

Lendl recovered to hold his own 
with the Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open champion during the last 
eight games of the match, but by 
then his fate was sealed. 

Lendl, who beat McEnroe in 
the 1983 Masters final but then - 
lost to him in three sets in last 
year's finaL said his inability to 
handle the New Yorker’s service 


was the major reason for his def- 
eat. 

Lendl was able to reach bre- 
akpoint on McEnroe's service 
only twice, in the 1 2th game of the 
first set and in the second game of 
the second. Time and again Mc- 
Enroe fired in aces with his wic- 
kedly angled serve. 

He also applied constant pre- 
ssure. both by attacking the net 
behind his service and deep app- 
roach shots, and with penetrating, 
sharply-angled groundstrokes 
which either produced outright 
winners or induced errors. 

“ I felt that I could do whatever 1 
wanted to with the ball today," 
said McEnroe who also won the 
Masters in 1979 during his first 
appearance in the event. “For a 


1 0-game period I played as well as 
I've ever played, if not better." 

McEnroe’s play did not appear 
to suffer from a self inflicted eye 
injury in the 12th game of the first 
set- 

After Lendl had taken the score 
to deuce with a forehand pla- 
cement, McEnroe screamed at a 
courtside photographer and then 
was struck in the right eye by a ball 
he had been bouncing on his rac- 
ket. 

Unable to see out of the eye,/ 
McEnroe took a three-minute 
injury break. Returning to the 
court, he then saved two bre- 
akpoints, the second with an ace.' 
to take the set. 

“I couldn't see out of the eye.” 
he said later. “But as soon as I got 
back into the match I felt fine. The 
break seemed to pick up my 
game." * 

McEnroe swept through the 
second set after saving another, 
breakpoint at 30-40 in the second 
game. 


He was even more invincible on 
serve in the third set. After bre- 
aking Lendl on three errors and a 
backhand service return, he yie- 
lded only three points in his five 
service games. 

“I tried to change things when 
he got ahead," Lendl said. M I bec- 
ame more aggressive and I took 
something off my serve because he 
was returning so well. 

. “ 1 was returning his serve well I 
thought, but I still wasn't able to* 
break him. Every time he got in 
trouble he came up with som- 
ething good, and once he gets 
ahead he plays much better.” 

McEnroe's victory was his 12th 
over Lendl in 21 meetings and 
10th in their last 12 matches. 

He won all but one of their 
seven matches last year, losing to 
Lendl only in the final of the. 
French Open when the Cze- 
choslovak came from two sets 
down to capture his first Grand 
Slam tournament. 


Italy’s Magoni scores 
1st World Cup victory 


PFRONTEN, West Germany (R) 
— Italian teenager Paoletta Mag- 
oni braved one of the toughest 
mountain slopes of the World Cup ■ 
ski season to win the women's sla- 
lom Monday, her best result since 
her shock Olympic victory last 
year. . 

Despite treacherous conditions 
which saw only 19 of the 83 sta- 
rters finish Magoni, 19, clocked 
the best time od both legs to notch 
her first World Cup victory. 

Her total time of one minute 
47.1 8 seconds put her more than a 
second ahead of Brigitte Oertli of 
Switzerland (1:48.50) and ano- 
ther Italian Daniela Zini 
(1:49.18). 

Magoni was tied in first place 
with current Wo/ld Cup champion 
Erika Hess on 50.93 seconds after 
the opening leg biit the Swiss girl 
missed a gate near the bottom of 
the final leg and crashed out. 

A delighted Magoni. who pro- 


ved here that her Olympic victoiy 
in Sarajevo was no fluke, said: “It 
was a very difficult slope but that 
suits the Italians. We always do 
well when conditions are tough." 

Oertli, whose second place took 
her to the top of the overall World 
Cup standings level with her com- 
patriot Michela Figini on 1 65 poi- 
nts, said the course was as tough as 
at Maribor. Yugoslavia when 
there were also a large number of 
non-finishers. 

In Berne. Swiss skier Pirmin 
Zurbriggeo, the reigning men’s 
World Cup champion and current 
leader, had a knee operation Sun- 
day and is expected to be ready for 
next month's world cha- 
mpionships. ' 

Zurbriggen hurt his knee on his* 
way to winning his second dow- 
nhill in successive days on Kit- 
zbuhefs famed Hahnenkamm 
course at KitzbueheL Austria, on 
Saturday. 


Navratilova, Maleeva in final 


WASHINGTON (R) — Top seed 
Martina Navratilova and fourth 
seed Manuela Maleeva of Bul- 
garia advanced to the finals of the 
$150,000 Washington Women's, 
Indoor Tennis Championships. 

Navratilova needed only 46 
min utes to beat fellow American 
Zina Garrison 6-1 , 6-2 while Maf- 
eeva beat Kathy Rinaldi of the 
United States 7-6, 6-1 . 

Garrison, who has played Mar- 
tina eight previous times without a 
win. tried to change her strategy 
from earlier matches in the week 
by playing a serve and volley 
game. She failed to stop Nav- 
ratilova and committed numerous 
unforced errors. 

In the first set Navratilova's 
serve was on target. Garrison tried 
rushing the net but was passed 
.each time. 

In the second set Garrison won 
the first game, but Navratilova 
picked her game up with an ass- 
ortment of drop shots and serve 
and volleys. 

“Tonight I felt like my serve 


couldn't miss." Navratilova said 
after the match. 

“Even when 1 thought toy sen * 
was going out it was in dccp.and * 
when you have sets like that you ^ 
know you' re playing well 

Ed Moses 
arrested 

HOLLYWOOD. California (R) . 
— Olympic champion hurdler.: 
Edwin Moses, 29, was arrested 
early Sunday on Hollywood-* 
Sunset Boulevard for soliciting a . 
woman police officer mas- _ 
querading as a prostitute, police . 
said Monday. 

Police Sergeant Tim Tyree told .. 
Reuters that a small amount of 
marijuana was also found und- 
erneath the seat of Moses" car. 

He said Moses was arrested 
shortly after 3 a~m. Sunday at the 
corner of Sunset Boulevard and , 
.Genesee Avenue in Hollywood, 
*one of the U.S. film capital's most 
notorious areas for prostitution. - 


FOR RENT- 


* Fumishod apartments of one bedroom, two bedrooms and three 1 

bedrooms. * 

• Unfurnished apartments of two bedrooms and three bedrooms. . 

Central heating and telephones. Location: Shmeisani near Birds’ 
Gardens. 

Tel: 41443 


CAT FOUND 

.Female black and white cat with black chin and knitted 
cord around its neck with silver metal disc bearing the 
letter M. Found in the area between San Rock and Urn 
Uthaina Hotel. 

Owner please cad 44635 


FOR RENT 

Ground floor of awilla consists of two bedrooms, lounge, 
dining room and modem kitchen with deluxe furniture. 
Separate central heating, separate entrance with garage 
and separate garden. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the Birds Garden 

Please cad Tel: 665735 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished ground floor villa for rent, con- 
sisting of two bedrooms, salon and dining room with 
garden and garage and central hearing. 

Please contact Tel: 32981, Amman. 


TODAY... TODAY- 
CONCORD CINEMA 

Shmeisani tel: 677420 

presents one of the most spectacular American film 
productions for 1985 

“GREMLINS” 



We call on every member of the family t<5 watch this 
film, one of the most marvellous artistic works that will 
leave deep impressions on your life. 

starring Zach Galligan, Phoebe Catas, Hoyt Axton. 

Shows at: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 

“Dolby stereo movie, picture" 


TODAY... 


TODAY.... 


OPERA CINEMA 

Tel: No. 675573 

On the occasion of the New Year, is ple- 
ased to present to its clients a 1985 gift 

BLADE RUNNER 

The film which broke the record and which is shown 
in all countries of the world and in Amman at the 
same time. The film which has overtopped Indiana 
Jones. 



(Dolby Stereo) 

Starring: Harrison Ford 

. Performances: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 
The cinema is centrally heated 


NOTICE 

AQABA RAILWAY 
CORPORATION 

WORLD BANK — MULTI-MODE 
TRANSPORT PROJECT - 
GENERAL 

NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENT 

Tenders are invited from eligible bidders from 

member countries for supply of Permanent 

Way Materials as per details given below: 

1. Country -Jordan 

2. Project Title - Supply of Permanent Way 
Materials for Renewal Project: Aqaba Rai- 
lway Corporation, Jordan. 

3. Loan Number - 2463-O-JO 

4. Project Information - The materials are req- 
uired for carrying.out compieteTrack Ren- 
ewal for 101.4 kms. of track in three str- 
etches between El-Hassa Jn. to Aqaba on 
Aqaba Railway Corporation, Ma’an, Jor- 
dan. Govt, of Jordan has received World 
Bank loan for the multimode transport pro- 
ject, which includes this work. 

5. Description of Materials: 

RAILS, WOODEN SLEEPERS, CONCRETE 
SLEEPERS, FASTENERS, ETC. 

6. Bidding. Documents will be available at the 
office of Aqaba Railway Corporation, Ma’an 
or its representative at the Ministry of Tra- 
nsport, Amman and upon payment of non- 
ref undable fee JD 160. 

7. Offers must be handed overto chief clerk at 
Ma’an Station not later than 1200 o’clock 
on Saturday, 16-3-1985. 


THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, glassed- veranda, modem utilities, cen- 
tral heating, garden, telephone. 

Location: Engineers Housing Estate, Seventh Cir- 
cle, Jabal Amman, Sheikh Abdullah Ghosheh Street. 

Annual rent: JD 5,500 

Call Tel: 673609 


TENDERS’ NOTICE 

The Directorate of Projects/Ministry of Education 
announces the issuing of the following tenders 
which are part of the Educational Projects spo- 
nsored by the World Bank. 


A. Fourth Educational Project: 
Tender No. Tide 

9/85 . Basic. Training W/S 

10/85 Diesel Mechanics .W/S " 

11/85 Woodworking W/S 

12/85 Electric W/S 

13/85 InstrumentatioriW/S 

15/85 Telecommunications W/S 
16/85 Basic Fittings 

1 7/85 Agriculture & Hort. W/S 

18/85 Apairy 

19/85 Electric Hand Tools 

20/85 Wood working Hand Tools 

21/85 Diesel Hand Tools 

B. Third Educational Project: 

22/85 Medical Labs. Furniture . 


JD 

JD 

JD 

JD 


Free of 
charge 


Tender Fees 

, JO m 
^ JD 5.C 
JD 5.000 
JD 5.000 
JD 5.000 
JD 5.000 
JD 10.000 
JD 5.000 

5.000 

3.000 
3.000 
3.000 


Interested bidders are invited to -collect tenders’ doc- 
uments from procurement division at the Directorate of 
Projects/MlnistryofEducatron starting Jan. 14, 1985 agar 
inst the payment of the above fees. 

Closing date will be 10.00 a.m. of April, 7, 1985 except 
Tender No. 22/85, Feb. 26, 1985. 


Director of Projects 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM 


I -tr Living- rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 
i -cr Bedroom secs 

☆ Wall units 

uL’nhting fixtures 

j *ClubS f.ir children 
S * Modem Daniel . ~ : -“sign 
| ^Feather upholstery 
S *■ Damish-Pack Homes 
i .iT&x-fr se if applicable 
■ Ta!, GG333H Civil defence street 

■ UL ~ WmTTTTT 



.The youthful 
with an 

eye to l!v 


0 

1 


To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girh School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.iii. • Midnight 
Tel. 38968 



1 3rd Circle, Jabal Amman t — 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. I 

i PEKING DUCK a ? 

flaming pot fondue I 

ARE OUR SPEC1AUT1ES I 

. VISIT SOON! f 

I Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM I 
6:00 PM to Midnight *; 

| Tel. 41093 J' 


CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
I RESTAURANT 

| Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRID AY 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

[12:00 noon - 3:30 (ua. 
630 p-m. - Midni gh t 


.-SrjGCfv MjSfl 


*** *Cine- Theatre* 

J Philadelphia * 


e. 


' j\V 
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India plans to double 
oil production by 1990 


NEW DELHI (R) — India, which ' 
four yean . ago imported two- 
thirds of its' ou, plana to produce 
nearly all it needs by 1990, a top 
oil official said Monday. 

Mr. AJC. Malhotra, a member - 
of the state-owned. Oil and Nat- 
ural Gas Commission (ONGC), 
told a business meeting ONGC 
planned to ' produce' 200 million 
tonnes of oil and natural gas over, 
five years beginning on April 1. 

Mr. .Malhotra said the plan 
would mean doubling oil pro- 
duction. 

The plan involves deep, difficult 
drilling. It will cost an estimated 
SIR billion, 250 per cent more 
than the outlay in the current 
five-year plan ending On March 
31. 

India decided in the 1970s to 
invest heavily in exploration when 
world oil prices began to soar. 

“Ten years ago, India had exc- 
ess imports, a problem faced by 
many developing countries. Since 
then, there has been a dramatic - 
shift, with energy imports cut by 
half and a huge programme of 
energy exploration," Mr. Bevan . 
Waide, chief of the World Bank's 
mission here, told Reuters. 


ONGC produces most of 
India's oiL Output has risen from 
11.8 million tonnes in 1979-1980 
to an estimated 29 million in 
1984-1985. 

Imports have dropped from 21 
million tonnes in 1980-1981 to 
about seven million in 1984-1985. 

ONGC Chairman 5.P. Wahi 
said India aimed to achieve self- 
sufficiency and self-reliance in 
technology and oil equipment and 
services by 1 990. 

In its drive for self-reliance the 
government has invited few for- 
eign firms to drill, but it still imp- 
orts some specialised equipment. 

The oil boom has swollen the 
national treasury, helping to red- 
uce India's chronic trade deficit 
and releasing funds urgently nee- 
ded to combat poverty. 

"Look at the financial plight of 
Third World countries that still 
have to import most, if not all, of 
their oil," an American banker 
told Reuters. 

“Imagine how much worse 
things would be here, with the 
world's second bi gg est pop- 
ulation. That is the measure of 
what the oQ boom has meant to 
India.” the banker said. 


EC, GCC to resume talks 
on petrochemicals dispute 


BAHRAIN (R) — The Gulf Coo- 
peration Council (GCC) and Eur- 
opean Community (EC) will hold 
formal talks in Brussels early next 
month on a dispute oyer Gulf pet- 
rochemical exports to Europe, a 
GCC spokesman said. Monday. 

The meeting will be a follow-up 
to exploratory talks in Bahrain last 
November, he told Reuters by tel- 
ephone from the' Saudi Arabian 
capital, Riyadh. The date of the 
meeting has yet to be fixed, he ' 
said. 

The two sides have been see- 
king a compromise on Gulf pet- 
rochemical sales to Europe since 
the EC imposed a 13.5 per cent 
customs tariff on imports of Saudi 
methanol in August. 

Saudi Arabia has brought sev- 
! eral large petrochemical plants on 
, stream in the past year and aims to. 
eventually capture five per cent of 
' the world market. . 

More plants are expected to 
begin production in other Gulf 
states this year. 

European diplomats say pro- 
spects of an agreement appear di m 


because the Gulf states use low- 
cost feedstock for their plants. 

This gives them what Europe 
sees as an unfair competitive adv- 
antage over its own producers, 
who have t6 pay full market pri- 
ces. 

The Saudis argue that this adv- 
antage is counter acted by shipping 
costs and the higher cost of bui- 
lding and operating plants in the 
Gulf. 

In a press statement this week, 
the Sandi Arabian Basic Ind- 
ustries Corporation (SABIC) cal- 
led on European countries to rec- 
onsider their position. 

“ Free trade is vital if countries 
are to expand their exports and 
not merely reduce their imports ...' 
we aim at straight economic com- 
petitiveness ” it said. 

EC members exported goods 
worth $20 billion to Saudi Arabia 
in J983 but imported only $10.5 
billion worth of Saudi products, it 
said, noting that almost 75 per 
cent of European goods entered 
the kingdom duty free; 


OO minister. saystOPEC 
* determined to hold prices 

030 CARACAS (OPECNA) — Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 
-nQ Countries (OPEC) is making “important efforts to prevent any dec- 
; vv. rease whatsoever in crude oil prices,” Venezuelan Energy and Mines 
- Minister Arturo Hernandez Grisanti said here at the weekend. 

Underlining OPEC s efforts to restore order and stability to the 
000 world oil market, the minister condemned “ the continuing campaign 
jX against the organisation by the international media." 

Q 00 He told journalists after a meeting with President Jaime Lusinchi 
: that OPEC had “never been so active", nothing that it would hold 

three importam meetings this month: A discussion on oil price dif- 
ferentials, a meeting of the newly-formed committee to audit mem- 
ber countries’ oil production and prices, and an extraordinary min- 
isterial conference. 

T : Dr. Hernandez stressed that through the meetings “we can con- 

ge rinue advancing with the strategy we devised to defend oil prices”. 

"Meanwhile, interested parties in all countries are hitting us with 
, ra negative information. Manipulated in an attempt to influence pro- 
ducers psychologically. But we know very well what we are doing," 
he declared. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

I 



a bag — not a mug!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bab Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


OEGOS 


YETID 


CHINLE 


TINVER 


Print answer here: 


— 

MUCH OF 
THE AUI7IENCE 
AT, THAT OPERA 
HOUSE WASTH IS. 

- J 

Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: MADLY DEMON SUNDAE FUMBLE 

Answer Whal. that tiny millionaire was— , .. 
AN -ELF-MAOE*' MAN 


Japan reports $3 3. 7b 
trade surplus in 1984 


TOKYO (R) — Japan Monday 
announced a record traefe surplus 
with the rest of the world of 
533.68 billion last year, a 64 per 
cent increase over 1983. 

The finance ministry said exp- 
orts rose nearly 1 6 per cent to rec- 
ord $170.1 3 billion, while imports 
grew only eight per cent to 
$136.45 billion- 

Japan's strong trade per- 
formance was helped by growing 
demand in the United States, its 
most importam market. 

The U.S. economic recovery 
triggered a 40 per cent rise in 
demand for Japanese goods worth 
a record $60 billion, the root cause 
of a record $33.11 billion surplus 
in Japan's favour. 

Electronic goods were the jewel 
in Japan's 1984 trading crown, 
especially a 30 per cent rise in 
exports of video tape recorders 
largely sparked by sports fans 
eager to treasure highlights of the 
Los Angeles Olympics. 

The falling price of oil, Japan's 
major import, helped to stem an 
advance in the total value of imp- 
orts. 

Because of the yen's weakness 
against the dollar, Japan exported 
nearly 1 5 per cent more cars than 


Airlines offer $40 million 
to Laker to settle lawsuit 

LONDON (R) — British Airways and II other companies have 
offered former airline tycoon Sir Freddie Laker and his creditors 
more than $40 million to settle an American conspiracy case, a 
source close to lawyers of the companies said Monday. 

The source said the deal had been offered to Sir Laker during 
weekend talks at a Miami hotel. He said the talks ended Sunday night 
without Sir Laker accepting or rejecting the offer. 

Laker Airways crashed three years ago and the airline’s liquidators 
have brought $1 billicm civil action for damages. They claim that the 
world's major airlines conspired to drive Sir Laker out of business 
with cut-price fares. 

The defendants in the case include British Airways, Pan Am, TWA 
and Lufthansa. The court action is a major problem for the British 
carrier, whose scheduled flotation on the London stock market is 
being delayed by the Laker case. 

The source said the package now being discussed involved a total 
settlement of $40 to $50 million with an offer to Sir Laker personally 
of between $2 and $4 million. 

Laker's creditors were owed a total of £250 million (now $280 
million) when the airline, which pioneered cut-price flights across the 
Atlantic, went bankrupt. 

The intended sale of state-owned British Airways to the private 
sector later this year was one major reason for the weekend talks in 
Miami. 

A senior British Airways source said: "These talks have been 
forced on the agenda by the fact that both B. A. (British Airways) and 
the government would like this cleared up before privatisation goes 
ahead. It will be better for potential investors if there is not a 
continuing legal action.” 


UrS b'eatrs jJapanin survey on 
economic competitiveness 

GENEV A (R) — The United States has displaced Japan as the most 
economically competitive country in the world, according to a survey 
released Sunday by the European Management. Forum (EMF), a 
non-profit foundation. 

The survey, in its sixth annual edition, measured a variety of 
factors, including economic dynamism, industrial efficiency, state 
interference in the economy and the availability of capital. It also 
assessed education levels of the workforce, motivation, innovation 
and political stability. 

More than two-thirds of the 302 criteria came from statistics and 
the rest from an opinion poll of corporate executives and leading 
economic personalities. 

EMF said Japan, the long-time leader, slipped to third place beh- 
ind the United States and Switzerland, also last year’s number two. 
But the margin separating them was very slim. 

West Germany was again in fourth place, followed by Denmark. 
Sweden, Canada, the Netherlands, Norway and Finland. Britain 
came in 14th and France 19th. 
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London acts to bolster sterling = 


in 1 983 and eight per cent more 
steel products, with China eme- 
rging as a major market. 

The United States and Europe 
have demanded that Tokyo do 
more to hclp-them sell their goods 
in Japan.'" 

•^rPnme Minister Yasuhiro Nak- 
asone responded last year by cre- 
ating a special group of cabinet 
ministers charged with finding 
ways to redress the trade imb- 
alance, which economists say 
could grow to $40 billion this year. 

Mr. Nakasqne told President 
Ronald Reagan when they met in 
Los Angeles this month that the 
group hoped to come up with 
some ideas this spring. 

Mr. Satoshi Sumiia, governor of 
the Bank of Japan, the country’s 
central bank, said Monday Japan’s 
enormous surplus made it vul- 
nerable to criticism. 

“It could invite grave problems 
in the future if Japan takes away 
employment from its trading par- 
tners," he said. 

"That will encourage pro- 
tectionism. which would isolate 
Japan economically. We must 
continue to address this problem 
this year", he warned bus- 
inessmen in a lecture. 


LONDON (R) — The British government Monday 
took drastic action to halt the collapse of the pound 
sterling, sharply pushing up interest rates to 12 per 
cent and temporarily abandoning its previous 
hands-off policy. 

Early Monday sterling hit a rec- lation rate, is likely to rise, and the 
ord low in Asian trading of $1 .10, higher interest rates dealt a sharp 
indicating that a one per cent blow to the stock market, where 
interest-rate rise by British banks prices had been setting record on 
last Friday bad fafled to arrest the an export boom as sterling dec- 
pound’s steady decline on world lined. 

currency markets. The Financial Times 30-share 

Emergency talks followed bet- index plunged 1 6 points during 
ween Chancellor of the Exc- the morning to 952.3 after similar 
hequer (Finance Minister) Nigel losses on Friday following the ear- 
Lawson and Prime Minister Mar- lier bank base rate rise, 
garet Thatcher. Shortly aft- Traders were surprised by the 
.erwards the Bank of England firmness of the government’s act- 
announced it was resurrecting for ion. Mr. Lawson and Mrs. Tha- 
Monday only its minimum lending tcher have in the past preferred as 
rate (MLR) or guideline to banks, a matter of policy to let the pound 
setting it at 12 per cent. find its own level. 

The four big British commercial Mrs. Thatcher suspended MLR 

banks, which had already upped — the British bank rate — in 1 981 
their base rates to 10.5 per cent in line with this policy and its rei- 
from 9.5 per cent and 9.75 per ntroduction Monday was seen as a 
cent on Friday, immediately fol- sign that the government had sud- 
lowed the official lead, matching denly become very concerned 
the Bank of England's 12 percent about sterling's decline against 
rate. other major currencies. 

The move quickly gave a lift to “‘This radical step shows the 
sterling to about $1.33. This com- government now utkes the sterling 
pared with $1.15 a week ago but exchange rate very seriously, alb- 
was still far below the $1 .40 it was eit a bit late in the day.” said one 
worth a year ago. dealer. 

Dealers said the pound was still Mr. Lawson, who had been 
weak but now had a base for rec- under fire at the weekend over the 
overy. sterling slump, said on radio sho- 

The cost of bouse purchase rtly before Monday's ann- 
mortgages, a key factor in the inf- ouncement that his main concern 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (AP) — Share prices hurtled down on the London 
Stock Exchange on Monday after British banks hiked their len- 
ding rates for the second time since Friday as the Conservative 
government sought to prop up the battered pound. 

The Financial Times index of 30 industrial shares plummeted 
by 19 points to 949.3. 

Earlier, the Bank of England set a minimum lending rate of 1 2 
per cent, forcing British banks to raise interest rates to best 
customers to 1 3 per cent. They had hiked the rate by one per cent 
on Friday. 

Leading industrial shares were mostly down by between 2-9 
pence in busy trading. Some blue chips lost 1 8-20 pence. 

Dealers said the market was unnerved both by the interest rare 
rise and the pound’s continued weakness against the U.S. dollar. 

British government stocks were down by 15/16 to 1 Si b . 

Major oil shares lost 5-7 pence. 

Main list South African golds lost 50 cents or more in thin 
trading. 

The four main clearing banks retreated 13-20 pence, except for 
Midland which lost 7. 

Among widespread losers, metals fabricators, stores, ele- 
ctricals, tobaccos and food retailers were worst hit. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.1272/82 

U.S. dollars 

1.3214/17 

Canadian dollars 

3.1645/55 

West German marks 

3.5730/45 

Dutch guilders 

2.6555/65 

Swiss francs 

63.33/37 

Belgian francs 

9.6950/7000 

French francs 

1946.0/7.0 

Italian lire 

254.5 8/6R 

Japanese yen 

9.0725/0825 

Swedish crowns 

9.1650/1750 

Norwegian crowns 

11.3150/3250 

Danish crowns 

301.00/301.50 

U.S. dollars 


* LOOKED AT 7 1 CAN'T 
THE CLOUDS../ HOLD 
THEY... " J,Y0U ANY.. 


MU6HJ 


L0N6ER! 






VEH/ ONE OF MY CREDITORS SENT IT/ 
— . HE GOT SICK AND TIRED OF 
- SEN ptNG ME BILLS/^ 




« 


Andy Capp 

(i'VE COME B4CK 

V to you, per- r 






SHE HASNTCQME 
HOME FROM -r— ’ 
( VMDRKTET ) 


OH,GOOp.rLL\ 
COOK HER A ) 
MEAL AND 
GIVE HER A )J 
r DOUBLE < 
surprise; ) 


UGH /SCWE PEOPLE 
- JUST CANT LEAVE -< 
B4C> ENOUGH ALONE 


mm 



was that the weak pound could 
push up British inflation. 

“This government is not pre- 
pared to take any chances with inf- 
lation and will certainly take wha- 
tever .action is necessary to pre- 
vent flic pound from falling to lev- 
els wfiere inflationary forces arc 
stronger again.'' he said. 

This is the second time in a year 
that interest rates have been rai- 
sed sharply to bolster the pound. 
Last July, with the behind- 
the-scenes encouragement of the 
government, bank base rates spi- 
ralled upwards by 2*i percentage 
points to 12 per cent to counter a 
sterling slump. 

The latest decline has for the 
first time raised fears that the 
pound may fall to or below parity 


with the dollar. 

An editorial in the tabloid Sun, 
Britain’s top-selling daily new- 
spaper and a staunch supporter of 
Mrs. Thatcher. Monday morning 
begged her to “go to the bar- 
ricades for the pound." 

But the London Standard, also 
a conservative newspaper, rea- 
cted to Monday's news with the 
headline: "Lawson hits the panic 
button.” 

The opposition Labour Party 
also said Monday's MLR move 
was a panic measure w hicli would 
damage prospects of reducing the 
high 13 percent unemployment, 
white minority Liberal leader Mr. 
David Steel blamed Mr. Lawson's 
"off-handed negligence" for the 
crisis. 


Exports to fuel growth 
in Europe, experts say 

NEW YORK t R ) — A panel of economists said Sunday that a surge 
in exports in 1985 would give Western Europe its best showing of 
economic growth in five years. 

The European board of economists of Time magazine, which 
published the predictions, said low inflation, a productivity imp- 
rovement rate of 3.5 per cent and declining interest rates would also 
contribute to 2.8 per eent growl h this year. 

“This business pickup is bringing a long-overdue antidote to the 
pessimistic view that Western Europe was condemned to an eco- 
nomic decline.” the magazine said. 

Mr. Hans Mast, one nf the board's live members and an executive 
vice-president of Credit Suisse, predicted Western Europe's irade 
surplus this year would more than triple to 525 billion from 1^X4. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, JAN. 15, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Early morning changes 
can actually work out to your advantage since they are 
followed by an opportunity to use your ingenuity to 
adopt a new an unproved course of action. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get that new plan for- 
. initiated so that you can handle all of your business af- 
fairs much better. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20J You have reached a 
stalemate with an associate so compromise is the only 
answer to save the relationship. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) An inspired thought 
early can help to make daily routines much better and 
easier, so utilize it, and become more productive. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Be more will- 
ing to go along with the ideas of a friend even though 
you had made other plans for entertainment. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Study the conditions at home 
and figure out how best to improve them with the 
assistance of family ties. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 221 Guard against an acci- 
dent or argument in the morning, and then you will be 
able to enjoy congenials. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Be sure not to be pushed 
into some situation you do not like in the morning, and 
later you have better judgment. 

SCORPIO ( Oct . 23 to Nov. 21) You feel inclined to 
make radical changes where personal relationships are 
: concerned, but this would only make matters worse. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You feel 
frustrated and want to upset the applecart in the morn- 
ing, but keep cool and after lunch all works out better. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Do not go along 
with that financial idea which a friend offers you since 
it could lead to trouble. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Not a good day to 
get into ventures that are full of risk, so keep busy at 
safe routines. Show chat you are altruistic. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Don't permit some worri- 
some matter to keep you from making the contacts that 
can bring you greater success. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
possess great magnetism and have strength of purpose 
and not be easily swayed by others. Teach to listen 
carefully to others before reaching a decision, because 
once the mind is made up, nothing can change it. One 
who could do well at handling money. 


THE Daily Crossword B,K.u»ynRi,hter 


ACROSS 
1 Moist 
5 A captor Ot 
Dionysus 
10 Cupid 

14 Arrow poison 

15 Pursue 

16 Numbered 
Hydra's heads 

1? Fly high 
18 Trbal symbols 
20 Medical symbol 

22 Having the 
greatest age 

23 Mori [merer 
Felix 

25 Affirmative 

26 Examine 
29 Pair 

31 Afr. village 
34 Quercine nuls 
36 Adam’s grandson 
36 Oriental sash 
39 Restraining 
garments 

41 More verdanl 

43 Seabird 

44 EscapB slowly 
46 Dionysus' 

mother 

42 Cozy 
49 Chagall 

51 Ponder 

52 Intimidate 

54 Rich cake i 

56 Slag 1 

59 Young plant 
64 Symbols ot i 

academic i 

achievement 1 



I9W TrUnmt Mm)* Smicsi Ine 

*a ngnii ReisrvM 


7 Opalescent gem 

8 Employ 

9 Strewn in 
heraldry 

10 Battery parts 

11 Symbols ol 
progress 

12 UnRs 

13 Relax 

IS Work at a trade 


Yesterday's PurrJa Solved: 


66 Culture medium 21 Midi resort 


67 Pericarp's 
cousin 

68 Styles 

i 69 Proboscis 

70 Sodals 

71 Fashion 

72 Limn 

DOWN 

1 Record 

2 Celebes ox 

3 Honeyed drink 

4 Machu Pfcchu 
land 

6 Played a part 
6 Ought to 


24 Resounded 

26 Derision 

27 Symbol of 
plenty 

28 lortga. 
vita brevis" 

30 Beetles 

32 White poplar 

33 Foreboding 

34 Aviators 

35 Pipe pan 

37 Appeared lobe 
40 Bench 
42 FBghtiess bird 
45 Science of 
versification 


iBoOnoaOH 
□□□□ naciEin laaEiir 
□OHnrnaaaniaQBaaa 
nan 0D0a aaaaa 
nnaa anna 
□□□□□□ Haonanan 
aoaa oaoaa naa 
onaai 3 ani 0 aaaaa 0 a 
quo nonaa oaaa 
□□maaaaa anniaaa 
HBna 00 oa 
000Q0 B00O 00a 
HQaaBBnaaagaaao 
□hob Hanlon -nous 
□nag goana nann 


48 Goat antelopes 58 Naval VIPs 

60 Yam used In 60 Country 

lancywork 61 Stravinsky or 

53 Be successful Sfltorsky 

55 Past or future 62 Space agency 

56 Begone! 63 Increased 

57 Custody 65 Acquired 
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Rebels, Vietnamese clash 
at 2 Thai border points 


NONG SAMET* Thailand (Agencies) — Kam- 
puchean guerrillas clashed with Vietnamese troops 
at two border points Monday as reinforced non- 
Communist forces braced for a Vietnamese assault 
on their last surviving camp, Thai military sources 
said. 


They said at lease nine guerrillas 
of the Kampuchean People's Nat- 
ional Liberation Front (KPNLF) 
were wounded when a new battle 
erupted at their former base opp- 
osite the Thai village of Nong 
Samet . 

KPNLF guerrillas, facing Vie- 
tnamese mortar and machinegun 
fires struggled with little apparent 
success to gain ground at the con- 
tested camp which fell to the Vie- 
tnamese in November in the first 
stage of their dry -season off- 
ensive. 

The KPNLF, allied with the 
ousted Khmer Rouge and fol- 
lowers of Prince Norodom Sih- 
anouk in an anti- Vietnamese coa-* 
lition. has since recaptured part of 
the sprawling Nong Samet camp 
but has lost a st ring of other bases. 

The non-Communist faction, 
led by former Kampuchean Prime 
Minister Son Sann. has been the 
major target of the two- 
month-old Vietnamese campaign 
against guerrillas based on the 
border. 

The KPNLF beefed up the def- 
ences of its last suriving camp,- 
opposiie t he Thai village of Sanlor 
Cha-Ngan 30 kilometres north of 


Nong Saraer, sending four extra 
truckloads of guerrillas there. 

Thai and Kampuchean sources 
said a Vietnamese assault was 
imminent on the camp whose 
8.500 civilians were evacuated to 
a makeshift settlement site inside 
Thailand 10 days ago. 

The Sanlor Cha-Ngan Camp is 
just north of Ampil. the KPNLF 
command headquarters seized by 
Vietnamese infantry last week. 
•Thai and Vietnamese forces there 
now confront each other across a 
narrow strip of unoccupied ter- 
ritory. 

Reporters weie banned from 
pan of the tense border area as 
Thai troops went on full alert for 
any incidents violating Thai sov- 
ereignty. 

Khmer Rouge sources, mea- 
nwhile, said their guerrillas amb- 
ushed Vietnamese troops Monday 
at the small village of Nam .Sap 
about 12 kilometres inside Kam- 
puchea. 

The Khmer Rouge, who fight 
separately from non-Communist 
forces in the coalition, did not give 
any details of casualties. 

They said their action provoked 
the Vietnamese into shelling a 


border area south of the Kam- 
puchean town of Poipet where 
about 50 Vietnamese mortar and 
artillery shells landed near the 
frontier. 

Meanwhile Hun Sen, foreign 
minister of the Kampuchean gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh, was 
unanimously elected premier by 
the eighth National Assembly 
Monday, the official Kampuchean 
News Agency SPK reported. 

Hun sen. who is in his mid-30s. 
had been serving as acting premier 
since Chan Si died of illness in late 
December. He apparently retains 
his post as foreign minister. 

Like several senior officials of 
the Vietnamese- installed gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh, Hun Sen 
defected from the ranks of the 
Khmer Rouge during its 1975-78 
reign in Kampuchea. He has ser- 
ved as foreign minister since Vie- 
tnam installed the new gov- 
ernment. headed by President 
Heng Samrin, in early 1979 after 
invading Kampuchea and driving 
the Khmer Rouge into the cou- 
ntryside. . '■ 

The Phnom Penh government is 
supported by the Soviet Uniofl 
and other Eastern Bloc countries. 



400 die 
or hurt in 
Ethiopian 
train crash 



CAR BOMB PROTEST : The gutted Lisbon. Another company car was destroyed near 
remains of a company car belonging to a Portuguese the Portuguese capital by a similar bomb while pol- 
an porter or Japanese goods rests atop another car ice defused two more under bromessmen scars m 
which was also planted with a bomb Monday outride the outlying city of Setubel (AP Wirephoto) 


Sri Lanka 
says patrol 
boat issue 
will soon 


Gandhi sheds 2 portfolios 


With the aid of Vietnamese tro- 
ops, it is trying to suppress the Up rPCnlyPrl 
Kampuchean resistance guerrilla UU 1 t/uUl V t/VJ 
force based along the Thai Kam- COLOMBO (R) — India has told 
puchean border. Colombo’s envoy in New Delhi 


NEW DELHI (R) — Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi handed tem- 
porary charge of two key por- 
tfolios. Monday to senior cabinet 1 
colleagues in a minor reshuffle on 
the eve of the first session of 
India’s new parliament. 


controls of the crucial Commerce 
and Industry Ministries. 

V.P. Singh held the commerce 
portfolio before he was des- 
patched last year to the northern 
state of Uttar Pradesh, the cou- 
ntry’s most populous region, to 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Four 
hundred passengers were feared 
lolled or injured when a crowded 
train plunged into a deepravine 
Sunday night on a railway line lin- 
king Ethiopia and Djibouti, tra- 
vellers returning from the region 
said Monday. 

There was no immediate official 
comment on the travellers’ reports 
but informed sources said gov- 
ernment officials were on their 
way to the scene of the crash.. 

The accident occurred near 
Awash, some 250 kilometres east 
of Addis Ababa, the travellers 
said. 

The cause of the crash was not 
immediately known. 

The Addis Ababa-Djibouti 
Railway Line, a vital link between 
the Ethiopian capital and the Red 
Sea, is run jointly by the two gov- 
ernments. , 

As well as imports and exports, 
the train regularly carries hun- 
dreds of traders who buy fresh 
fruit in western Ethiopia and sell it 
m Djibouti. 


Milage plans fiesta 
for would-be brides 


The Press Trust of India (PIT)- head the Congress unit there 
said Mr. Gandhi had allotted the ahead of the polls. 


commerce and Supply portfolio to 
Finance Minister V.P. Singh and 


The United Nations recognises ^ a 0V J r a cap^ Sr i 

a coalition of three guerrilla mov- n ^ vaJ p^, ^ be 


the Industry and company affairs government. 


Mr. Patil was in charge of the 
labour portfolio in the previous 


ements as Kampuchea's leg- resolved soon, the Foreign Min- 
mmate government. isrrv Mnndav 


Blasts rock northern Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — A scries of 
bomb explosions in Sri Lanka's 


throughout Sri Lanka Sunday 
after reports that guerrillas were 


istry said Monday. 

India seized the patrol craft and 
• W" _ "■ _ __ its seven-member crew last Fri- 
ll'*! I SI day, charging that it opened fire 

■*" ** *** * ** on fishing boats inside Indian wal- 

ling of the local LTTE leader and ers. 


U.S. official 
urges aspirin 
warnings 


portfolio to Chemicals and Fer- President Zafl Singh Monday 
tOiser Minister Veer.endra PatiL swore in Mr. Jagjivan Ram, the 
Mr. Gandhi personally took new parliament's oldest member, 
charge of 14 ministries two weeks as temporary speaker. 

ago when his 39-member council Mr. Ram. 76, who has been in 

of ministers took office after the parliament for 33 years, was a sen- manufacturers Wednesday to 
ruling Congress (I) Party won an- ior colleague of Mr. Gandhi’s warn consumers that using aspirin 
unprecedented 401 of the 508 mother and predecessor. Indira under certain conditions may be 
seats at stake in the Lok Sab ha, Gandhi, before he broke away associated with the development 


northern Jaffna district Monday planning to declare "Eelam" or a 


damaged some roads and small 
bridges, a government spokesman 
said. He said security forces bel- 
ieved a separatist guerrilla group 
called the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was res- 
ponsible for the explosions at Jaf- 
fna and Point Pedro. No casualties 
.were reported. 

The LTTE is the strongest of 
the Tamil groups fighting for a 
separate state in the north for the 
island's minority Tamil pop- 
ulation. 

A security alert went into effect 


separate Tamil state in the north. 
Monday. 

Sri Lankan Tamils celebrated a 
festival Monday heralding the 
New Year. 

The government said last week 
a declaration by guerrillas of a 
separate state on Jan. 14 had been 
postponed until April. But off- 
icials said security forces were 
manning strategic points par- 
ticularly in the troubled north. 

The government spokesman 
said Monday’s explosions might 
have been retaliation for the kil- 


the arrest of 44 comrades by sec- 
urity forces last week. 

Residents of Jaffna town said 
people visited Hindu temples to 


The Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement that Sri Lanka's High 
Commissioner in New Delhi, Ber- 
nard TQakaratna, met Indian For- 
eign Secretary Maharajkumar 


perform religious observances but- 1 * * a a } a a 

the New Y^r celebrations were R“*°«r. Monday and demanded 
, , the immediate return of the craft 


the New Year celebrations were 
low key. 

The LTTE, in leaflets dis- 


and crew. 

It said Mr. Tilakaratna “emp- 


tributed in the north over the hasised tuat the Indian gov- 
weekend, claimed responsibility eminent has no jurisdiction over 


for five recent landmine attacks on 
army covoys. 

The leaflets said: “Once we 
drive out the majority Sinhalese 


the patrol craft since it belongs to 
the government of Sri Lanka." 

Mr. Rasgotra told Mr. Til- 
akaratna that “the matter would 


security forces from the north, we I be resolved speedily,” the sta- 


will hoist the Eelam flag” 


tement said. 


Death toll in Bangladesh 
train fire rises to 30 


DHAKA lR) — At least 30 peo- 
ple are now known to have been 
killed in a fire which destroyed a 
Bangladeshi train Sunday and five 
raiimen have been suspended for 
alleged lapses connected with the 
tragedy, a senior railway official 
said Monday. 

But the official. Moshtaquc 
Ahmad Chowdhury. joint sec- 
retary at the Railway Ministry. 


He said the total number of pas- 
sengers in the three burnt coaches 
was less than 300. 


Salvadorean rights group 
condemns use of gunship 


However, people were still sea- 
rched for relatives in the wreckage 
Monday and there were fears that 
some bodies may have been red- 
uced to ashes by the flames. 


The carriages caught fire while 
the train was en route from Por- 


toid Reuters that local newspaper adaha to Bheramara in northern 


reports putting the death toll in 
the fire at possibly more than 300 
were untrue. 


Bangladesh. Preliminary reports 
said the fire may have been caused 
by an electrical short circuit. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
(91964 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 

SLAMMED FROM 
BEHIND 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — A 
Roman Catholic agency that mon- 
itors human rights violations in El 
Salvador's civil war has criticised 
the acquisition by government 
forces of a sophisticated C-47 
gunship plane supplied by the 
United States. 

The legal aid office Tu tela Legal 
said the move was an escalation of 
the five-year-old civil war and a 
sign that the government desired a 
military solution. 

“This past week has seen the 
disturbing escalation of the tec- 
hnological level of the war with 
the Salvadorean army's dep- 
loyment of the C-47 aircraft.” it 
said in a statement. 

“ Its deployment is an indication 
of a willingness to pursue a mil- 


The C-47 gunship. a converted 
twin-prop DC3 mounted with 
three 5 Oram machine-guns that 
can fire 2,000 rounds a minute, 
was used against guerrillas for the 
first time last week. 

Guerrilla Radio Venceremos 
said Saturday that the gunship was 
useless in stopping guerrillas . 

Military experts believe the 
plane will be effective against 
large-scale rebel attacks and con- 
centrations. 

Human rights groups said they 
feared its indiscriminate use 
would result in increased civilian 
casualties. 

The Catholic church has been 
the main supporter of. human 
rights and a negotiated political 
settlement in thebivil war. It med- 


seats at stake in the Lok Sab ha, 
parliaments lower bouse. 

' The new Lok Sab ha meets for 
its first session Tuesday after last 
-month's national election. 

Mr. Gandhi also took over the 
planning portfolio from the tem- 
porary charge of Defence Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao without ass- 
igning it to any senior minister. 

The Planning Ministry is now 
■putting the finishing touches to 
India's seventh five year plan, the 
country's economic blueprint, 
which is due to start from April 1 
this year. 

Nine days ago Mr. Gandhi app-. 
ointed a new planning com- 
mission, the country’s top eco- 
nomic policy making body, exp- 
anding its membership from five 
to eight and adding technocrats 
and trade and financial experts. 

Official sources said Mr. Gan- 
dhi's latest move reflected his des- 
ire to have practised hands at the 


associated with the development 


from her in 1977. He now heads lof Reye’s Syndrome, a potentially 


his own party. 

He will administer oaths of off- 
ice to the new parliament Tuesday 
and hold office until a new spe- 


aker, likely to be from Congress study by the Centres for Disease 


(I), is elected. 

4 crushed to death 


Meanwhile, four people were 
crushed to death and seven were 
injured when a huge crowd tried 
to gather at a temple in south India 
to celebrate a Hindu holy festival, 
the Press Trust of India said. 

The news agency said about a 
million people went to the hill-top 
shrine of Sabarimala in Kerala 
state to mark Makara Sankranthi, 
a Hindu spring festival. PTT said 
three of those killed were crushed 
just a few metres from the sacred 
18 steps which lead up to the shr- 
ine. 


U.S. Armed Forces chief meets Zhao 


itary solution to our country's con- iated in two rounds of talks last 
flict instead of the rational path of year between the rebels and the 


DEAR READERS: We 
have had many requests over 
the years (or those bands we 
consider to be our favorites. 
That makes for quite a list. 
For the time being, there- 
fore, we are devoting the 
Sunday column to a series of 
famous hands. At the end of 
the series, we will go back to 
our weekly question and 
answer column. 

East-West vulnerable. East 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 A 8 
? A 10 4 3 
0 93 

4Q10987 
WEST EAST 

49543 472 

VJS65 7KQ972 

0 10742 0 AQJ865 

4 A 4 Void 


S?JS65 7KQ972 

0 10742 0 AQJ865 

4 A 4 Void 

SOUTH 
4 KQ J 106 
Void 
0 & 

4 K J65432 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

1 Z 24 2 V 34 

4 V 5 4 Dble Pass 

5 V 5 4 Dble 6 4 
Dble Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Five of 

' In the finals of the 1947 
Spingold Team Champion- 
ship. the Goren team .trailed 
Schenken by 2,460 points 
with only 14 boards to play. 
(In those days, team matches 
were scored by total points.) 
The pundits had already con- 
ceded the match to the 
powerful Schenken squad, 
but our group bad other 


ideas. We whittled away at 
their lead, and it grew stead- 
ily smaller. This deal was one 
of the last of the match. 

Sitting South was “The 
Baron” — Waidemar Von 
Zedtwitz. He and his partner, 
Lee Hazen, were not pre- 
pared to sell out to the op- 
position, and Waldy bought 
the hand at six clubs doubled. 

West made the unfortunate 
choice of a heart as his open- 
ing lead. Declarer took dum- 
my's ace and got rid of his 
diamond loser. Since his only 
loser was the ace of trumps, 
the siam made. 

It is easy to argue that, in 
the light of the bidding, West 
should have chosen a dia- 
mond lead, but we feel that is 
hindsight. However. West 
should certainly have led the 
ace of trumps. That would 
have given him a look at 
the dummy, and his lead to 
trick two would have been 
marked. 

In the other room the 
Schenken team also reached 
a -club slam, and Helen Sobel 
also led a heart. However, 
the opponents were in seven 
clubs, so Helen probably felt 
she had something in 
reserve. 

Our team gained 1.190 
points on the deal, and that 
proved to be just enough. We 
won the match by 40 points. 
But we would have hated to 
be in Helen's shoes had we 
lost by 140 points, for in that 
case her failure to beat the 
slam two tricks would have 
cost us the match. 


dialogue and humanisation of the 
war as the way to solve iu” 


U.S.-backed Salvadorean gov- 
ernment. 


PEKING (R) — Visiting U.S. 
Armed Forces chief Gen. John 
Vessey held talks in Peking with 
Chinese Premier Zhao Ziyang 
Monday night before leaving Tue- 
sday for a tour of provincial mil- 
itary installations. 

Gen. Vessey is the first cha- 
irman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
to visit China and his three days of 
discussions with military and civ- 
ilian leaders have been veiled in 
secrecy. 

The Zhao meeting was no exc- 
eption. State Television showing 
just 10 seconds of film and des- 
cribing the talks as friendly. 

But an unconfirmed report 
Sunday in the New York Times 
that the two sides had reached pre- 


Dminary agreement on the sale of of telling correspondents his aim 
anti-submarine equipment was was not to sell arms. They billed it 
enough to cause concern to the as a "getting to know you" visit 
Chinese Nationalists on Taiwan. - * It was the latest in a series of 
A Foreign Ministry spokesman military contacs between the two 


in Taipei said Monday any sale of countries, begun in 1980 and gat-- 
U.S. advanced weaponry to Pek- hering momentum sicne the China 


ing would endanger regional sta- 
bility and upset the balance of 
power in the Taiwan Strait. 

Officials in the Vessey party 
were clearly angered by the rep- 
ort. A briefing for Peking-based 
correspondents provisionally due 
for Monday night was cancelled 
without explanation. 

Before the four-star general, 
senior military adviser to the pre- 
sident, arrived in Peking on Sat- 
urday, the Pentagon made a point 


visit of Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger in late 1983 and a 
return trip by Defence Minister 
Zhang Arping last year. 

Over the weekend Gen. Vessey 
held extensive talks with Yang 
Dezhi, chief of the general staff of 
the People's Liberation Army 
(PLA), and Sunday met Mr. 
Zhang. 

On Monday he went to the PLA 
academy in Peking to address an 
audience of 300 officer cadets. 


Hostages to find home comforts at UNITA bush headquarters 


JAMBA. Angola (R) — Foreign 
hostages now on a long march sou- 
thwards through Angola to a gue- 
rrilla headquarters can expect a 
brief but comfortable stay in this 
purpose-built town of thatched 
huts, deep in the bush. 

Guerrilla leader Jonas Savimbi 
told a small group of visiting for- 
eign journalists on Friday that his 
right-wing UNITA movement will 
free 22 people they captured two 
weeks ago as soon as they reach 
Jamba. 

But he was vague as to how far 


they had marched since leaving equipment and small factories 
Kqrunfo, a diamond mining town producing uniforms and basic 


long truck ride from the airstrip 
along rough sand tracks cut thr- 
ough deserted bush, is marked by 
the sudden appearance of a 
European-style sign announcing 
the unlikely presence of a hospital, 
and urging motorists not to sound 
their horns. 

Another road sign indicates that 
an apparent '’confusion of sand 
tracks is, in fact, a roundabout 
governed by standard traffic pri- 
ority rules. 

Residents say Jamba houses 
workshops for repairing military 
equipment and small factories - 


Who controls 
Angola? 


zjube ^ 
r' 


near the northern border where 
they were captured. Journalists 
flown in to a grassy airstrip 65 kil- 
ometres away can only guess at the 
precise location of Jamba. 

Residents say the town, a sca- 
ttered collection of thatched huts 
designed to be hard to detect from 
the air, provides permanent 
homes for about 11,000 mostly 
civilian workers oF Savimbi* s Nat- 
ional Union for the Total Ind- 
ependence of Angola (UNITA). 

Visitors sleep in comfort bet- 
ween freshly-laundered sheets, in 
spacious huts each with its own. 
shower. Guerrillas awaken guests 
with Angolan-grown coffee in the- 
morning and bring bowls of warm 
water to wash in. 

Cold beer, soft drinks and 
snacks of barbecued meat are 
produced at regular intervals, and 
visitors, who have recently inc- 
luded three members of the Eur- 
opean Parliament, feed well on 
simple but freshly cooked meals. 

The entrance to Jamba, after a 


domestic necessities, with raw 
materials imported from friendly 
nations which UNITA workders 
decline to name. 

Essential goods, including food 
grown mainly at local cooperative 
farms, are distributed with no 
money changing hands, as Jamba 
has no currency. 

Diesel generators supply the 
huts with electricity, but Jamba 
has no telephone or telex links 
with the outside world. Officers 
carry walkie-talkie radios. 

Residents say the hospital has 
facilities for major surgery, as wefl 
as catering for civilian needs. They 
are particularly proud of the mat- 
ernity ward. Hospital workers inc- 
lude a number of Europeans, not- 
ably French and Portuguese. 

Jamba was buih in the late 
1970s as a base for UNITA’ s 
campaign in the civil war which 
has been impoverishing Angola, 
potentially rich in oil, diamonds 
and other raw materials, since the 
country became independent 
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from Portugal in 1975^ 

Many of Jamba’s bamboo huts 
are bufit so that the roof is barely 
above ground ievel and most of 
each hut is in fact an underground 
dug-out a precaution against air 
raids. 

Residents vehemently deny 
reports that despite efforts to 
maintain secrecy, Jamba was att- 
acked from the air last month by 
troops of the MPLA (Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola) government. 

Mr. Savimbi, evidently in robust 


orted raid, was warmly applauded 
at a rally on Friday by an est- 
imated 2,000 supporters, inc- 
luding a large contingent of wou- 
nded guerrillas. 

Reporters were unable to tour, 
enough of the town to discover 
whether any of it appeared to have 
been attacked. 

Mr. Savimbi later laughed off 
reports of an attack and claimed to 
have extended bis guerrilla cam- 
paign successfully into 15 of the 
' vast country's 16 provinces. 

“We are operating now in Lua- 


PLAN, Spain (R) — A tiny AN* 
main village plans to hold a fiest*- 
in the spring for hundred* pf 
women who answered an adv- 
ertisement for wires placed is gr.' 
local newspaper by its am maried 
men, local officials said. The off: 
ic tails said the council .of the iy. 
enean village of Plan agreed «£$> 
special meeting to ask ptovmcM . 
authorities for funds to fordi* . 
event, to mark the womens . imp*. ' 
ival. They said they needed ab«*t 
one million pesetas ($5,790)^- 
More than 500 women in. Spat ' 
and abroad replied to the wLThe - 
officials said they had to stop acc- 
epting telephone applications and 
were asking prospective wires fo ' 
write. 


Charles 9 aide quit 
over Diana, 
newspapers say 


WASHINGTON — Margaret M. 
Heckler, secretary of health and 
human services, asked aspirin 


LONDON (R) — Edward A de- 
arie, who resigned last week as top 
-aide to Prince Charles, Britain's 
future king, quit over rift with Pri- 
ncess Diana, two newspapers rep- 
orted. “it was so awful I can’t bear 
to talk about it," Adeane wasquo- . 
ted by the News of the World new- 
spaper as telling friends. The Sun- 
day Mirror said Adeane, 45, bee-, 
ame irritated , and frustrated by 


fatal ailment. She asked man- 
ufacturers to voluntarily put war- 
ning labels on their products. 

The move was in reaction to a 


Control that indicated aspirin 
given to children suffering from 
chicken pox or flu increases the 
risk they will come down with the 
syndrome. Symptom of the ail- 
ment include vomiting, fever, 
convulsions and comas, with death 
resulting in roughly & quarter of 
the cases. 

Mrs. Heckler’s efforts were cri- 
ticised as too late and too weak by 
Dr. Sidney M.JWolfe, the head of 
the consumer* advocate Ralph 
Nader's Health Research Group. 
Dr. Wolfe, who had made the 
study results public, called for 
steps, to require the labeling, rat- 
her than making it voluntary — 
New York Times. 







health despite rumours that he nda" (the Angolan capital), he told 
had been badly injured in the rep- ' jouraalirts. 


Emphasising his willingness to 
negotiate with the MPLA, he pro- 
tested at UNITA’s exclusion from 
regional peace talks. 

The Angolan government 
hopes that the talks will persuade 
South Africa to cutoff the support 
which it says Pretoria is giving Mr. 
Savimbi. „ 

Mr. Savimbi, in reply . to Reuter 
questions, said: “We have friends 
in South Africa, who will not acc- 
ept any settlement which will cri- 
jpple UNITA" 

But be added: “Western ton-' 
gues are telling South Africa* to 
keep UNITA at a low proSe." 


*nto a pool made ia a frozen la 

Moscow’s Timiiyazeva Part, 
finises, people who shrui 
Moscow’s biting ©old to swt 


b— watrusc 

watched by the usual large ch 
with the thermometer touc 
•minus 10 degrees centigrade 
Fahrenheit),, few of the- scar 
dad swimmers needed the ac 
not to bang about. They 
headlong into a small pool c 
the ice of tbfc frozen later 
water offered little respite ! 
the cokL 
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